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' ' Limited response from
S MPs on education

_major debate

Edinburgh  University
Rector and Liberal Party
leacer David Steel sur-
prisingly missed the

important Parliamentary
debate on higher educa-
tion which took place on
October 26th
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even this aum

wasnt Inere

attencance of the cedate de'sre
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yOu May hawe heard o4Edin
University © It transpired that
Steel spent the cay hosting a«
from the Ambassacor from
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advantages
“hardest hit
cuts”

That was tre
Fisher na

contract staft

were
protlems wnicntemale acacemics

hac to surmount

major

Even the governments so-
callec ‘nea blood” posts —
citectec in any case. towards

pe able to be present at
orrow's debate in the House
ause | have to be at a public
nguiry in my constituency.”
Its somewhat disillusioning.
es Mannix. “but | under-
na this sort of thing goes on in
a all the time. Even on
23lly big Issues, there may be
s a nanctul of MPs present at
cebate  The others are

ame

ther MPs who replied
James Douglas-
Ron Brown. Robin
alcolm Rifxing and
ram

n to enumerating
in migher egucation
student grants
er suggested that
rnment decisions are
but they further
Robbins Principle
wnicnstates thatcourses of higher

ét raw deal

ce and engineenng. where
there are even fewer women
acacemics — had done nothing to
Sring more women into
universities, continued Ms Fisher
Sne accused the universities of
stonewalling outrageously” on
the issue of equal pension nghts
forwicowers ofacademics. who as
treated unequally in comparison
with widows of academics
Accorcing -to Ms Fisher;
universities had a “vast under-
delly” cf staff in precarious and
insecure jobs, and she quoted the
example of researchers on short-
term contracts. of whom women
make up halt
She said that having to rely on
patronage when their contracts
ended meant some women were
vulnerable to sexual harassment

education shoyis be “open s
those who are Gualitieq b
and attainmen: 1o :
and wish to ¢o 5o o
The I6fter alcn
that the minimuy
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this changes
tions, because
upper incom
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expenses. ho
above that
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Finally. the
Edinburgh Un:
NUS grant claims
Barbara Trautes

such contracts glace
ngnhts in

maternity

added Ms. Fisher
Research by £d

University's Womens

also indicatea that nearly &%
Edinburgh postgracuates

female. but only 1235 of aca "
staft

The study also found ™1
between 1979 anc 1933 ‘=
women anc 55 men ae

appointed to reace
and no women to se
ships; and 16 men andtwow
to personal chairs — all examye
of the way women were grossy
under-representec in Uniesy
posts

Alan Yooy

Endsleigh insured
competition

in t
A recent ecition of Private Eye
has mace serious allegations
against Endsleigh Insurance.
formerly owned by the NUS, who
NOw have a 10% share-holaing in
the company It alleges that other
tnsurance firms are being
prevented from acdvertising on
university campuses, thus
allowing Enasleigh to monopolise
the market
According to Private Eye,
Endsleigh regard students as a
“captured market”, and intend
they should remain that way.
Increasingly, it would appear, niva)
companies are being forbidden to
advertise in universities and poly-
technics under the premise that
the 1ment recog no
insurance firm other than

Lt

Endsleigh.

The Eye then proceeds to give
examples of how other insurance
firms (it cites E. Harnson's of
Oxford) are in fact able to offer
students a better deal than
Enasleigh. So. concludes the Eye
“the NUS are enjoying a financial
gain at the expense of their
students.”

NUS is, to say the least. not
pleased by the allegations, and
wasted littie time in formulating
their response. Unfortunately, the
NUS retaliation coes not appear
strongly to denource or deny in
any way the actual allegatons
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9 = are they tving an unfair advantage? ;

made in the Eye re the competitive
prices offered elsewhere. Rather
lhey chose to attack the Eyeitself,
and allege in return that the article
was triggered by people with
“Iriends in the gutter press®being
irked by “the success of Endsleigh
Insurance Services Lid ~

What the NUS do sayisthatthey
have an obvious duty to support
the company in which it has direct
representation on behalt of
students, Furthermore, the
argue, it noneNUS .atfilated
universities such as Heriot-watt,
and indeed Edinburgh, are seento

Pnoto by Chas Ross
be showing an obvious preference
for Endslengh, what right do they
have to act Qitferently?

It must be stressed that Private
Eye has not refuteq Endsleigh's
claim to provide an elficient ang
satisfactory scheme for students.
What they do say is that, trom a
students’ point of view, itis at best

competitive schemes, especiall
In a sphere where, in the words of

the NUS, “students are at their
most vulnerable

lain

Empire of
the dollar?

7.30 pm. Tuesday. October 30th

| The rain is pouring in and -on
| Teviot Debating Hall. The faithful

have gathered. pager to condemn
American Imperialism 7.50!

| thumping on floor, enter Debates

Committee in req ceremonial
robes. followed by guestspeakers.

Supporting the motion “This
House deplores American
Impenalism™  were Mr George
Foulkes. Labour's European
spokesman, and Mr David
Whittield, assistant editor of the
Morning Star Against were Mr
Douglas Eden, founding member
of the SDP, and Mr James Walker,
LLB. who stood in at the last
minute

First 10 speak was Mr Whittield,
who wasted little time in making
his feelings known. “Violence and
war are the most important factors
In the American way of life,” he
said. Then camethe firstdefinition
of Impenahsm Accowmg to
Lenin, Imperialism was synony-
mous with the expanding forces of
Capital, In conclusion, Mr
Whittield pointed to Nicaragua
and the Phillippines as*examples
of the evils of American
Imperialism

Next on his feet was Mr Eden,
who' made a rather long ang
tiresome speech Obviously keen
to deplore SOmebody, Mr Eden

vented his wrath on the Labour

Party, Mr Foulkes and Len's" ?
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Marxism. When he gottothepe™
he chose the wemra:lr—:e":f'
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innock

st Tuesday evening the
onal Unlon of Mineworkers
the tirst ol five regional rallies
dinburgh. An almost full Usher
| heard speeches f(rom
amentary Labour MP's, an
C representative NUM
ral secretary Peter Heathtield
of course, NUM president
ur Scargill.

ortly after 7 pm the delegate
fty took to the stage and were
ted by a dealening standing
jon It was several minutes
bre chiairperson and NUMvice-
ident Mick McGahey could
n tus bref introduction of the
ates The first to speak was
sistant general secretary
Hendry “It's a magnificent
fice to the Trade Union Move-
t. saud Mr Hendry “that so
y men can stay on strike for so
tor such a noble cause”,
» qoing on to say that now
time to call in the “IOU's™
wer members ol the Labour
'nt. to show solidanty

x! up were two Labour MP's,
IGavin Strang and Mr Donald
ar Mr Strang stressed the
d to defeat unemployment and

he NUS is to take up
al proceedings against
nel University Con-
ative Society, be-
se of allegations that
NUS ‘supports the

appears that when students
ned to Brunel after the
mer break, the Conservative
ety had published a plethora
alletsincluding the phrase “on
behalt the NUS supports the
It this was intended as some
P otiohe. the NUS does not now
itvery tunny, especially in the
e of the Brighton bombing
cording tothe NUS, this latest
IpAtion s but one of many from

US discl

Scargill attacks

the need for investment in the
miming industry, while Mr Dewar
claimed lan MacGregor's appoint-
ment as NCB charman was
“Plovocanvo"andum(Mnchqor
had “no level of competence™

Arthur Stargill received a
standing ovation, then launched
straight into a typically
chanismatic and eloquent speech
He repeatedly attacked the
“vicious hacks” of Fleet Street
particularly over reports of the
strike crumbling and a qeneral
dnitback to work. Throughout the
rally there had .been frequent
shouts trom the crowd ot “Where's
Kinnock?" Mr Scargill didn't reply
directly  but tunted oblhiquely,
“There’s not one engagement in
my diary I'm not prepared to break
(tor these ralhies) *

Mick McGahey concluded the
rally with the words. “Tiis 1s a
battle we will win It we stand
together we will never be
defeated.” to be greeted with
thunderous applause, and another
standing ovation before the
delegates linally lett the stage

Mark Percival

aims IRA

extreme right-wing Conserva-
tives.who they believe are running
some sort ol smear campaign to
associate the NUS with the IRA
The NUS has, it says, made it
perfectly clear on several
occasions that it totally condemns
the activiies of the IRA, and in
particular the bombing in
Brighton
However. it 1s unclear at the
moment whether the NUS has the
grounds to continue with the case,
although it has instructed its
solicitors to draft the necessary
legal advice. In the meantime, a
letter of protest has been sent to
John Selwyn Gummer, Con-
servative Party chairman, drawing
his attention to the matter
Elaine Preston

edia memorial

his year's Kenneth Allsop
orial Lecture will take place
ghtat 6 pmin the DHT Lecture
tre B. The lecture will be
ered by Anna Coote, co-
tor of Channel Four's
troversial current affairs
gramme ‘Diverse Reports, who
discuss ‘Blas, Balance and
clivily In the Medla’. The
fiect is one dear to the hearts of
Diverse Reports’ team and was
ussed at length during this
I's Edinburgh Television
tival, In the context of TV
erage of the current
workers' dispute.

fitmembrance Day

geriot-Watt + and ~ Edinburgh
crsities will join together for a
ihcmbrance ‘Day Service on
day, November 11th. Statf and
oents are welcome to attend
service, which will take place in
Upper Library of Old College.
1020 am, Those attending are

ested to be seated in the
per Library not later than 10.10

! the conclusion of the service,
Services contingent will form
in the OId College Quadrangle
the Silence and laying of
aths. A collection will be taken
:scrv:cemaidonheEavlHaig

(XX

Exit exam

Cambridge University has put
off a decision on a new entrance
examination which would make 1t
more attractive to pupils Irom state
schools

The proposals being considered
would abolish the current English
seventh-term entrance exam, and
admit candidates on the basis
of A-levels, A and S levels, or A-
levels plus a new entrance-exam
administered by the examination
boards, and taken just before the
A-level,

Applicants for Cambridge will
continue to take the special
entrance exam in the seventh term
of the sixth form — a system
widely believed to favour
candidates from independent
schools. The decision puls
Cambridge out ol line with Oxford,
whose new entrance procedures
will apply from next year.

Rural resources’

Professor Peter Wilson,
Professor of Agriculture, .is
seeking a new chair of agricultural
resource management at
Edinburgh University, to deal with
the changing countryside.

This would glve more emphasis
1o the work in the related fields of
agricultural economics, farm
management and rural land use.
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trendy, and hav,

open on Sunda

No longer must you starve/to help the Third World. Now you can be
soclal'conscience about Ethiopla.

How? Graham Pratt, owner of “2nDimensions Hair Design™, Is going to
11th November from 9 am to 4 pm In ald of the,
Ethloplan Appeal. For a mere £2.50 you can get a wet cut and blow dry.
Special rates will also be available for perms and highlights, with all the
proceeds going to the Ethloplan Appeal.

Graham and his stalf have been open since June, so this Isn't a trendy|
publicity stunt. The statf have all voluntarily given up this Sunday, out of
their free time, to work without pay. The aim Is to raise £200 and already
some appointments have been made, so although you can Just turn up
on Sunday, a prior visit or phone call lo 2nDimensions, 94 South Clerk
Street, tel 667 6061, might be advisable.

wiilei}

/‘/

d
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Jane Cuthbert

BWS
Scientists

incouncil

Last Thursday evening marked
the first full meeting of the SRC

_SCience Students' Council, held
«in the dauntingly steep lecture—

theatre C, James Clerk Maxwell
Building, KB. A surprisingly large
number of class reps had turned
up to tind out what the-€ouncil
was, and what it could do for their

. classes and science students

generally.

Explanations were forthcoming
from chairperson Carol Ann Foy,
EUSA Senior  President  John
Mannix, and assorted committee

< members. Also present were Hon

Secy. Neil Dalgleish and Hon
Treas. Callum Calder. Ms Foy
began by outlining the objectives
of the SSC, which should meet five
times a year (or more il
necessary). The Council has been
designed to build closer links
between the average science
student (and the below average
science student like me) and the
SRC. Thus, so the theory goes.
class teps can more effectively
represent  thewr class to the
University — hitherto very mucha
law unto itself when itcomes to the
actual running and organisation of
courses I, for example, exam
dates are to be changed, it should
no longer be solely to suit the
University,  but  rather taking
students’  opinions  into  con-
sideration

The newsletter of the SSC.
Radioactive, 1s 10 be published
regularly; etforts will be madeto
standardise election of class reps;

Picketing no answer

Picketing of Natlonal Front
organiser Patrick Harrington's
lectures Is not the way to fight
racism, and furthermore could
endanger the staff, the students,
and ultimately the future of the
college itself. Thisis the opinion of
a joint Union Committee formedin
the face of the continuing dis-
ruption atthe Polytechnic of North
London. s

NALGO. NATFHE, NUPE,
GLCSA. NUS and the PNL
Students’ Unmion have been
working together to forge a united
campaign to try to deal peacelully
and more effectively with both the
present situation at the college,
and with racism in general

In a statement issued by the
Joint Union Committee, 1t was
strongly reiterated that the
picketing of Mr Harnngton's
lectures was unofficial andillegal,
and was not a constructive answer
to the problem

“Confrontation with the police
and courts 1s counter-productive,
threatens stafl and students, and
could jeopardisé the conlinued
operation of the Polytechnic.”
lllegal action, it stated, would

ESCA not

An officlal student ‘hit' on a
lecturer during Charitles Week
this year has cost the Charities
Assoclation £250.

Mr lan Sams had to face a
barrage of raw eggs and llour
when a small group of students
burst into his Business Studies 1
lecture. The individuals (who were
not caught) were masked in
balaclavas and, although un-
authorised, were carrying an
official charities tin

ESCA later sent a letter of
apology to all involved. They
suggested that the intended target
had perhaps not been Mr Sams who
was unfortunately giving his first
lecture of the year, but instead his
colleague, Colin Ingleton, who
seems to have consented to

neither rtemove Mr Harrington. nor
would 1t help to combal racism,
what it did do was provide the NF
with free pubhicity in the national
media and with the opportunity to
“turther damage our multi-racial
academic community”

Anti-National Front actions by
finge  students  and  political
groups, such as took place
recently, were described as
“divisive”, and made it harder,
rather than easier, to achieve the
“chmate of opimion within which
racism and racist ideas cannot
flourish™ which was the first step
towards the unions’ goal

The Joint Committee 1s also
trying to persuade PNL director Dr
David MacDowell to adopt the
policy that no student should be
forced against their will to share
tutonals or seminars with a known
racist or fascist They have already
attempted to have Mr Harrington
taughtinisolation to “minimise the
danger of his presence in the
Polytechnic”. but Mr Harrington
has refused to accept such an
arrangement

a hit

something along the lines of a
student "hit".

The financial expense arose
when the Department of Business
Studies brought up the question of
compensation, through Mr Sams’
union, the AUT. Although ESCA
had not authorised the ‘hit squad’
they agreed to the suggested sum
of £250 (including £150 cleaning
costs) as a goodwill gesture.

Anne McNaught

To help raise money during
Charities Week some lecturers do
agree to be victims of the so-called
‘hit squads’. Elaine Hamson, ESCA
convener, stated that "hits’ would
remain part of Charities Week, but
that individual statlf must give prior
consent

Lorraine Tellord

a science sub-editor ol the
Alternative Prospectus is 1o be
suggested  There was  some
discussion on the state o! the
hibrary service at KB from depart-
mental level (working space,
availability of books) to sugges-
tions ol a completely new science
library

This being very much an intro-
ductory nreeling, no  decisions
were made Despite this, several
1ssues  were  rmsed by reps
including a discussion of catering,
a jukebox in the KB Centre coffee
bar, and the minibus service from
KB to George Square

Aftterwards, Carol Ann  Foy
commented that she'd been
pleasantly surprised at the number
ol people turning up to this first
meeting. Overallitseemed that the
“science students are apathetic™
theory took a few body blows on
Thursday

Mark Percival

SRC aids
Ethiopia

The Student Representative

o
In E pla”, butl also 9
take practical -steps to help
leviate It. he E |

gh the
Alfairs Committee the SRC will set
up coll points, rently
being arranged by External Alfairs
C Peter Wothersp for
donations to the famine rellef
appeal.

In Its motion Counclirecognises
the suggestions by Alex Falconer,
MEP for MIid-Scotland and Fife,
that the grain surpluses within the
EEC be sent to Ethiopla to help
lessen the famine. This tactic
would supplement the otherwise
meagre relle! elforts ol the
European governments.

Councll mandates the Senior
President to write three letters,
one to Falconer expressing

to Inform the Minister of
Agriculture and . the - Foreign *
Secrelary of the SRC's stance on
this issue.

Barbara Trautlein
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Council continyy
miners support

Edinburgh District
Council are willing to
back striking miners both
morally and . financially
for as long.as the coal
dispute lasts.

At a rally of striking miners in
Maytielc last week the leader of
t»e Council's Labour Administra-
tion. Councillor Alex Wood, stated
that the council would continue to

upport the miners with £5000
monthly gonations to the SOGAT
Miners’ Families’ Food Fund.

Councilior Wood told Student
hat the council have also ensured
that. miners have freedom from
extra financial burdens during the
strine Dy suspending collection of
rates from striking miners
Tne miners in Edinburgh

trict al'so have free access to
ure amenities such as public
tns. saunas and golf courses
ciiior Wood stated that it is
to calculate the
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Inspecting underground gas pipe-
lines for faults may not sound like the
ultimate high-tech challenge. But, in
fact, the task pl'oud to be bevond the
‘state-of-the-art’ luhnoloycs previously
available — even in military and acro-
space applications.

PROBLEM:

Design a vehicle which can travel
inside the pipe, carrying equipment
capable of identifying any significant
defect, and pinpointing its position to
withina metreinarunofup toa hundred
kilometres or more.

SOLUTION:
THE INTELLIGENT PIG

The lnldliy.nl Pig, developed by
the gas people, is a vehicle carrying
hthI\' advanced sensing, data process-
ing and recor ding equipment. Driven
through the pipe by the gas pressure
within it, the Pig can be used without
taking the pipe out of service.

" What is more, it can not only pin-
pointany defect on the inside oroutside
ofasteel pipe,but evendescribeits nature.

HOwW?

Using strong magnetic fields or
clastic waves propagated at ultrasonic
frequencies, different types of sensors
can detect corrosion, cracks, impact
damage or distortion of the plpc But
the real challenge lay in processing the
hundreds of millions of signals produced
by the sensors in an average run.

,I\

IN THIS

THERE WASN'T A COMPUTER
SMALL ENOUGH AND TOUGH
ENOUGH

Many of the pipes to be inspected
are less than 305mm in diameter: To fit
sufficiently powerful data processing
equipment into the tiny space available,
hybrid microcircuits incorporating
custom-designed silicon chips had to be
developed. And since the space restric-
tions also limit batterysize and therefore
power, many of these highly advanced
clectronic components have to operate
at the very limits ol theirspecifications.
What's more, theenvironment inside
the pipeisn’t exactly friendly. All the
highly sophisticated equipment carried
by the Pig has had to be designed to
tolerate or be protected [rom extreme
vibration, mechanical shock, dirt, and
gas pressure of up to 70 atmospheres.

A'TOMORROW'’S WORLD'TAPE
~ RECORDER

The sheer volume of data to be stored
inspired the development of what is
probably the most advanced ultra-
miniaturised taperecorder currently in

»

ALIEN ENVIRONMENT,
SPACE TECHNOLOGY

IS OUT OF ITS DEPTH

existence. Making extensive use of sub-
miniature hybrid microelectronics, new
types of recording heads and ultra-
precision mechanical engineering, this
little-marvel can store up to 500 million
readings on a single reel of standard
one-inch tape, withanaccuracy of better
than one-thousandth of one percent!

FROM REEL TO REELS

Once the Pig has finished its run, the
next jobis to prepare the data for analy-
sis by powerful, advanced computers
suchas the VAX 11/780. There's so much
information in the Pig's tiny recorder
that many reels of computer tape are
needed to receive it,and mamy hours of
computer time to analyse it.

THE RESULT

Britain’s underground gas trans-
mission network is a multi-billion pound
asset. And the technical pyrotechnics
we've just desceribed have a thoroughly
down-to-carthend result—they help the
gas people to maintain this asset more
clficiently and cost effectively.

WHY THE GAS PEOPLELIVEIN
THEFUTURE

S~

The fact that gas is Britain's most
popular domestic fuel—-and a powcrful
and growing force in industry, too—is the
result of many years'foresight, planning
and massive investment by British Gas
scientists and engineers. And they're still
working for the future—to meet Britain's
chergy needs in the next century.

THE GAS PEOPLE -
ORKI NG FOR TOMORROW’S WORLD TODAY
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HEWSIADET 107 SOME LME NOw 15 make Student a
means Dy which the students of Edindurgh Unrversity
can voize therr opinions on any sudject Toguote from
the first ssue of the term. “The dader s open to.
MOees JeDeNnds on eveny student at the Unfversity ...
remembder. il's your paper. 5 you Sould even come
35wn ang gemanc & page 1o yoursel! if that's what you
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hicle on homaseruzlty written by JoRn. Mumdy
Weleod '
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w2ys Firstly there is tree3om of expression which we
Debeve in and encourage as much 25 possibie. As was
s212 eariier. everyone at the Unnersity has a night to
vOite their 0PN through the medium of Student’.
wheiher or not they atford this nght to others (and in
this particular case the latier DOINt may de especially
relevant).
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Fesponced 10 # m the most veh.ment terms. that's the
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Thank you for your response. Keep those letters
COmIng and this could be the last Student editorial
[you will read this year
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uffer from this ‘medical
tion' called homosexuality.
ne. if you can, how thrilled
Belighted | was when | picked
st week's Student and saw
it and every other homo-
| in the history of the
se described with total
racy by John Murray
od
atwiththetime I spendin gay
bars and public lavatories,
ores of men and minors |
p every day, thefactthatlam
ronic alcoholic and have
lis. hepatitis and a wee dose
DS. | just don't know how I'm
p to find the time to commit
e or go on a gay-lib march
eekend. Not to mention the
fhat | have a part-time jobina
shop — | don't do it for the
y. you understand, just so
can transmit all my lovely
s via a potato peeler and wipe
Il heterosexuals in one fell
p. | bet all you straights wit
be able to look a haggis
rin the face again.
s such fun being 2
ising homosexual' — |ve
practising for years~and
s stll room for improve-
And shouldn’t that nice
Murray Macleod be on the
ps Trust'? Until last week |
pht a healthy sex drive was
hing you did in the back of a
Capri without getting the

I. hope is at hand, thanks to
Murray Macleod — maybe
he has forced me'to become
osexual or celibate, | can
being “lonely, sordid,
PPy and confused”. And do
now. until John spelled it all
Prme. I didn’trealise | was any
ose things. But then, |
Dse I'm just a dizzy queen
all

Yours faithtully,

James Harvey.

-Glasgow Univ Gaysoc. one
Of those who had bricks and
kets of urine thrown at him
by people who said that
Dsexuals were not the object
of their attack.)

n‘Messiah’ Macleod's article
t week's Student does not
us salvation for the ‘gay
e, Instead it shows the
pnception’ that gays are
sible for many of their own
Bms by being gay and not the
hat society must take much
pe blame because of its
fles to homosexuality.
short-sightedness squints
US in some of the sweeping
nents that he makes. To take
ample in particular | would
0 know whal he means by
9. “our young people to
UP as normal human beings”.
patronising bulishit! What
!d society regard as
al"? x
€ that word “normal” and
it to yourselt half a dozen
Or more . . . normal normal
Inormal. .., Itlooks, like any
ved and abused word, all
n?. especially when applied
Dple.
n ‘Moses' Macleod — don't
others by your own
ards. Itisa dangerous fallacy
0.

s =
Robble Foy

Dear Student,

Once upon a time, when saints
and scholars alike agreed that the
world was flat, we ordinary mortals
accepted it as fact — until a few
enquiring minds such as
Columbus et al decided to check it
out lirst hand. The moral? When it
comes 1o matters of doctrine,
sacred or secular, don't just
believe the able-mouthed. Put the
theory tothetest. Itisa moral John
Murray Macleod should take to
heart.

Fvomw;\icnaulhornly hegets his
astonishing ‘home truths' about
homosexuality I, don't know, but
they certainly don't square up with
my perception of the Gay
community, as a member of it.
Granted, the old and ugly are cast
aside, the promiscuous must
accept being prone to sexually
transmitted diseases, there are
cruisers on a non-stop round of
discos and bars, and there are the
lonely and insecure — Yes. But
these sad facts are true of our
society in general, heterosexual,
homosexual and bisexual. They
are certainly not unique to the gay
community, nor are they
necessarily characteristic of it

JMM's patronising ‘liberality’
(equivocal platitudes about
cosmetic surgery for the law,
celibacy and trying to understand
the poor dears are currently in
vogue in most of the churches), is
highly objectionable. His wilder
and more confused rantings
(ability to form relationships,
threat to public health, ‘menace
under the lettuce' etc.) are
extremely offensive. But most
disturbing of all is John's violently
self-oppressive attitude — il one
may infer from his cryptic
conclusion that he is gay himself. |
suffered from a mild form of it
mysell during aflirtation with fairly
fundamental evangelicalism as a
teenager and fresher, so | don't
despise John. | only hope that he
and other readers-like him will
adopt an enquiring mind. Come
and meet members of Gaysoc
Phone Edinburgh Gay Switch-
board any evening on 556 4049. Or
visit Lavender Menace Bookshop
(below the ‘SMiling Sun’ in Forth
Street) for some helpful literature.
Check it out lirst hand!

Yours,
Mark Wringe.

Sir,

Apart from seeing Hearts win
the Cup, nothing would give me
greater pleasuré than to cla_my my
views on contemporary sexual
mores. But lamnotatall sure what
the “Two Wee Marys” — bless their
little legwarmers — want me to
clanfy. Would they mind awlully
sending in a translation of their
epistle? | can take vilification but,
oh please, not in crummy
grammar

Why not rendezvous in the Park
Room bar? I'm sure we can sort all
this out without resorting to Bible-
bashing rhetoric or splitinfinitives.

By the way, mine's an Irn-Bru

Yours sicnerely,
Murray ‘Moral Minority' MacLeod

Dear Student,

Although “Problem People™
seems to be a popular issue at
present, little option has been
expressed about the “John Murray
NaClue” problem type — no mis-
conception here.

Whether you agree with his
“facts” — presumably taken from
his extensive psychological and
sociological research — you can
only admire his ability in sell-
confusion. Does he really think
that lowering the age of
homosexual consent to 18 a very
good policy in preventing “gay
pressure groups unrestricted
access. to vulnerable adoles-
cents"? He begins by delining
“gay” and "homosexual” and lljon
proceeds to use them in similar
context. 3

It is far too obvious that he has
very bigoted beliefs on the issue.
Atthe mention of AIDS I'm sure he
thinks the ‘'I' means Immoral
Plcase, Johnny, try taking a dip
into the STD “pool” you speak of.

Yours sincerely,

Poor Poliock
people

Dear Sir,

Over the last weeks the press
has surpassed itsell in sensation-
alising various political events
Gone is the Brighton bombing,
passe is Mrs Gandhi's death: The
news of the moment is the Famine
in “the Eastern-most corer ol
Edinburgh — Pollock Halls.

Whilst the marxist state imports
tons of alcohol for their
remarkably well-stocked bar,
students are dying feet blow them
in the refectory. Donations are,
hwoever, rolling in from
sympathetic students all over the
campus, whose generosity is
saving scores of lives. War ligures
can be seen aimlessly going round
Pollock, holding out meal tickets
and 1D cards in the vain hope that
Red Cross workers will be able to
hand out food. Vain indeed, as
food is one thing Pollock has not
seen in many a blue moon, Once
fertile bushes have been
decimated by packs of ravenging
students, bushes which will not
bear fruit again even when the
long awaited rain does finally
come.

Fortunately, salvation is at hand.
RAF Hercules aircralt are making
daily food drops to the famine
reliel centres at ‘Teviot' and
‘Potterrow’. This is however a long
way lrom the Epicentre ol the
disaster and relief workers fear
that many of the students will be
took weak to cross the cultural
desert that separates them from
salvation. The other main problem
is that of rebel fighters. Gangs of
students, hell bent on enjoyment,
stand on corners near Pollock, and
openly laugh at the sulfering
students. when will the world
realise that student grants alone
are not enough? We need grass-
root culinary support!

Roger Cook
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COMMENT

Short of a joke

Dear Sir,

| read in last week's issue that
Mike Conway- criticised John
Mannix for not allowing an
emergency motion to go through
to the SRC. The motion mandated
Mannix to send a letter to the
Prime Minister expressing
sympathy after the Brighton
bomb.

Coming from Mike Conway, this
iIs nothing short of a joke. As

* Honorary Secretary last year, he

undermined the whole future of
General Meetings, .nd “nearly
succeeded in single-handedly
destroying the only ¢ pus
version of democracy

| even heard him once say that,
were he to have his way, the
General Meeting would .be
banned. He will allege that this was
said in jest (is ho capable of
sorious discussion?), but, for me,
it betrays an attitude the current
Arts Faculty Rep holds, in the
same way as President Reagan's
“banning and bombing Russia"
galte did. ° :
Thistheretore puts Mr Conway's
ac ti into perspective, and
also undermines his credibility. If,
that is, he ever had any.
Yours,
#  He-who-seeks-to-inform.

Pollock food defended?

Dear Sir,

| was somewhat horrified to sce
in last week's Student a certain
Roger Cook expressing his
disgust at Pollock Refectory food,
choosing the ‘celery soup' and
‘lasagne’ dishes as examples of
what he obviously believes to be
an unacceptably low standard of
catering )

| am one of the usfortunate
people who is missing out on the
mulmupr.- of pleasures to be found
at Pollock, one o! which | am
convinced is the food

Three times this term I've paid
the miserly sum of £1.15 for what |
regard as excellent food and
superb value for money. Where

else car you eat ‘battered cod’ and
countless other gastronomic
delights so cheaply
As a Pollock food fanatic | will
continue to eat there as often as
luck allows me to sample such
culinary masterpieces
So. I ask allyoureaders, why not
next time you eat at Pollock,
consider the food that's sliding
down your throats, sample ils
unique flavour and texture, and
ask yoursell why you ever said
anything derogatory about it
Then rack your brains as to what
beats Pollock for outstanding
food. I invite suggestions
Yours faithlully,
R.M.

LA (11]

SORBONNE
69 COWGATE
EDINBURGH

HENNETH ALLSOP MEMORIAL LECTURE

BIAS,

BALANCE &
OBJECTIVITY IN THE

MEDIA
ANNA COOTE,CO-EDITOR OF C4'S
‘DIVERSE REPORTS DHT LECTURE
THEATRE B 6pm THURS 8 NOV
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yceum Theatre

rms and the Man
y G. B. Shaw

1t1s ditficult to stage Shaw well,
rhaps it is impossible; the Royal
yceum production doesn’t even
That 1s not to say that effort
i energy are lacking: the
thusiasm needed to sustain
ch high-pitched posturing for
0 hours must be great indeed

Shaw saw himsell as an aspiring
oliere, chastening morals with
dicule, and the Lyceum company
orned in case we have forgotten
hat morals are, raise the ridicule
the heights of the ridiculous and
> depths  of slapstick. The
sulting performance seems to
ke tun at Shaw and the play
¢lf. rather than at romance and
ntithty. which were the original

A Minute too late” —

raverse Theatre

Theatre de Complicite should
elve as much merit for thelr
alment of death as lonesco or
Yy other great writer, because in
Ir own well developed form of
me their latest creation Is a

We at first find ourselves.in an

lays Unpleasant

targets

All hopes of subtlety are lost as
soon as the curtan nises on a
candy-striped. chocolate box of a
set. and the leading lady revs up
and races hystencally into action
The senies of two-dimensional
cartoon characters who find
themselves inhabiting the rest of
the play blot out any hope of
recognising a protagonist in the
already insignificant  and  un-
chanismatic rendering of Captain
Bluntschli

The only tlicker of hope cothes
from Diana Olsson as Cathenne
who shows some substance
behind the cliche, and trom the
Russian olficer, who is supposed
to be two-dimensional, and has no
part to sustain anc is therefore
very successful. Needless to say,
the audience swallowed it,
wrapper and all

2 Julia Morrice

makes us roar with laughter and
then reduces us to silence and
tears.

Theatre de Complicite thought
the stage of the Traverse a bit too
small and In the light of some of
the energelic and lively scenes
one can sympathesise with their
problem, butthatdoes notmean to
say that any of their excellent,well
timed routines lost any effect. lam
sure Jaques Tatl himself would not
be disappointed by this

using graveyard scene and are
Ickly transported through
arious Images' all related to
ath before landing exhausted
m the energy and laughter back
ere we started, but this time the
llimpact of death reaches us like
layed shock.

The company Incorporate their
fm ol mime, which Involves
und, to creale a more
Mmourous and striking effect. We
Sh at thelr well observed
ages of our own dealings with
ath. Simon McBurney gives an
cellent performance as a.
thetic yetlovable character who

per
Margaret Maxwell

Belford Dance Centre
Forced.To Close

In August 1983, the former
Beltord Church in Edinburgh re-
opened its doors as a major new
centre lor contemporary dance in
Scotland. Since then, the Beltord
has achieved success both
through its teaching and as a
centre for dance performance with
visiting companies providing a
vaned and innovative programme
throughout the year

On October 22nd, 1984, the
Board of Directors of the Bellord
decided to cease trading. Five
days later the doors at Belford
closed and closed they have
remained. Now, it this was ‘Fame’,
the dancers might have been
driven out of the bulding by
mystenous spints  sent anto- a
frenzy by such goings-on in a
former church. In realty, two
rather more mundane, it just as
cnigmatic  bodies  were flexing

their muscles. With the Beltord
deticit, the

facing an £8,000

The Student Thursday 8th 1984

Scottish Arts Council and
Edinburgh District Council
decided not to proceed with
current funding

Last week, a'group of pedple
involved in the arts throughout
Scotland, mettodiscuss the future
of contemporary dance in
Edinhurgh following the closure of
the Bellord Centre. A - close
examination of the financial
problems which led to the closure
‘is obvigusly required and there is
bound to be some concern about
the use of public money to develop
a bullding which now stands
empty. At the same time, the need
for dance space is obvious and
since the centre closed, teaching
has had had to take place in
venues such as Teviot Row with
the teachers giving their services
tree

Atter  some discussion, the
consensus of the meeting seemed
to be that the impetus which had
led to the establishment of Belford
should not be wasted. Students

from the Belford expressed their.

disappointment at the closure,
particulatly in the hght of the great
contribution made by the Artistic
Director, Pat McKenzie :

A Day At The Boat Races

\
‘FACES’
The cale/bar of the Queen's Hallis
the setting for an exhibition of
paintings of ‘Faces’ by con-
temporary Scottish artists. It is a
rather small exhibition but
especially interesting in that it
gives the viewer a chance to
compare the vanous ways n
which the artists have used the
age-old tradition of portrait
painting to express their personal
messages.

Many of the works are
expressionist in style hke June
Redfern’s Gargoyle. She has used
wild streaks of black, highlighted
with orange and pink toemphasise
the agonised expression of the
Gidrgoyle. -~

\

Here

the element of the
grotesque is replaced by a
tortured expression which
reminds one of the crucilixion
images of Christ, made all the
more unnerving by the fact that the
face casts aside-long glance at the
spectator as if to make the point
that he is aware of their presence
lan  Hughs, has painted a
patticularly beautiful series of
faces merely called 4 Studies
These have aseries of strangeness
about them — from the distortion
of the lideously lauginng tace to
the silent face which strikes a note
of tragedy. They seemto belong to
another world — an inner world —
that;of our subconscious
Elaine Proctor

CANDY

November 7th-December 18th

Tunday-Snu}day 8 pm; Sunday 3 bm
. November 23, 8 pm-1 am

TRAVERSE 21st ANNIVERSARY
BLACK AND WHITE BALL

Cabaret, bar, dancing and buffet
Tickets £10, available at box office

Full details includi

Box Office, Traverse Theatre,
Tuesday-Saturday 10 am-11 pm, and Sunday 2 pm-11 pm

» or phone 031-226 2633

TRAVERSE THEATRE
COMPANY in

JbNN BYRNE'S LATEST L
ROLLICKING COMEDY

KISSES

prices, from
rassmarket, Edinburgh,

Z
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Representatives from the
Traverse, Theatre Workshop and
Glasgow's Third Eye Centre
offered their support and Jane
McAllister {rom the Demarco
Gallery, gave some practical

advice on dealing with the .

financial problems. The meeting
ended with the creation of a
committee to support the dance
initiative and “"to encourage the re-
establishment of the centre™
Earlier this week Mr Robert
Palmer, the Scottish Arts
Council's Drama and Dance
Director, told me the Council
remained “fully committed to the
dance intiative in Edinburgh”,
though high running costs would
probably nfean this would not
involve the Beltord Centre. In the
meantime, dance students have
lost a major teaching centre and
Scotland’s capital city I
venue for the performanc
conteniporary dance.
Stepen Jardine

‘About Face'
Royal Scottish Museum

‘About Face' is about us. The
way we paint our faces, arrange
our hair, wear jewellery, present
animage for others’ consumption
Not, you might be thinking to
yoursell, a particularly onginal
idea. But this small exhibition (a
mere seven showcases) is
surpnisingly good, carefully
arranged and colourful enough to
cheer even the most rain-sodden
of us who dripped our way around
"

Massai women rub shoulders
with  ‘Western”  models,  tnbal
pigments sit calmly next to the
bright tackiness of this Miss
Selfridge eye-liner. And there are
some superb photographs — in
particular a present day Soloman
Island tribesman who has
garnished himsell with a clock
face earing; and the bewildering
sight of a Chad woman with a huge
wooden disc embedded in her
upper lip.

What is so good about this
exhibition is that it is just the riaht
size So often one goes to some
much publicised eventand spends»
hours trudging around trying to
take itin. But "About Face’ can be
seen in either 5 or 50 minutes, and
the information booklet (free) is a
great help. A cunning little touch

at the end though, 1s a mirror
placed amongst photographs of
various differently decorated
faces which certainly left me
wondering about my own
appearance and other people’s
reaction to it

Susie Dutort

ODEON FILM CENTRE
CLERK STREET
From Friday 9th November
Odeon 1 Hewanted advonture and
found it in his adulterous eeplots But be
caretul B you may get more than you
eapect A notous comedy Not 1o be
missed
Gene Wilder THE WOMAN INRED (1)
Music by Stevie Wonder
)5 80810

0deon 2 Shocking - Shameloss - Sinful
Wicked and the party hasn't even
T started yet
BACHELOR PARTY (s

205 (eac Sunday) 515 8 00

Odeon 3 Thewr country invaded. 8 high
school students inspired 1o deeds of
courage and heroism, hight for survival
and 1or a way of Life they have Jost torever

RED DAWN (15

5 E W
anday) 450 7 40

STUDENTS — UB 40's

~y
Start looking torward 10.
John Hurt Richard Burton 1984 (15,
From 7th December

GHOST BUSTERS va)
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s really Martin Guerre?
Film Society

Suspiclon
Friday 9th Nov, 6 45. GST

. Lina McLaidlaw (Joan Fontaine),
shy and somewhat dowdy, marries
Johnny Aysgarth (Cary Grant), a
spendthnft and a liar Soon she
suspects that he is planning to kill
her and their marriage hovers
close to the brink Fear for Cary
Grant's clean public image forced
a change in the ending of the film,
but apart from that it's all good
Hitchcockian stuft

High Anxiety

835, GST

Mel Brooks as an emunent
psychiatnist suffering from vc'mgo
(hence title of ilm) who takes over
the “Institute for the very, very
nervous™ after the mystenous
death of his predecessor A funny
ang cleverly made send-up of
Hitchcock’s films

Days of Hope

Part 1: Joining Up

Sunday 11th Nov. 6 45. GST

Ken Loach’s study of therise of the
modern Labour movement
through critical years as they
atfected the man on the street

Oh! What a Lovely War

830. GST

Richard Attenborough's first film
as director examines World War |
through the words and songs of
the time. Brighton Pier is used to
represent the home front and the
front line scenes were filmed on
the Sussex Downs

Francis Joins the WACS

Wed 14th Nov, 6.45, GS1

Francis is a talking mule whose
constant companion, Lt Stirling. 1s
assigned through an adminis-
trative error to the Women's Army
Corps. and soon the two find
themselves in some trouble

Kings Row
820, GST
Ronald Reagan plays a small-town
skirt chaser whose legs are

amputated by mistake No politics,
but planty of suggestions of
sadism, madness, incest and bi-
sexuality. Reputedly Ronnie's
favourite (film, that is)

FILMHOUSE

PATRON: BELL'S SCOTCH WHISKY

Cinema 1

88 LOTHIAN ROAD

Till Sat 10 Nov 6 15/8 30 (Also 4 pm Sat 10)

John Sayles'
BABY ITS YOU (15)

“Boy-meets-girl picture delivers a deceptive emotional wallop

truthtull,

Filmhouse

(228 2688)

Tickets £2 (£1 50 students)
Baby, It's You

Thurs 8th Nov-Sat 10th Nov

615 and 8 30

Carelfully observed and at times
amusing story of a 1966 High
School romance and ts after-
math She's a Jewash qirl aspinng

* 1o a career in the theatre, he's a

self-assured ahan mid.and when
they meet dunng her senioryearin
High School sparks fly They
unexpectediy meet again a few
years later and their relatlonship
brietly rekingled brngs the ilmto
its bitter-sweet conclusion

The Return of Martin Guerre
Thurs 8th Nov-Sat 10th Nov

600 and 8 15

A young groom in a 16th-century
French village 1s pubhicly
humibated for impotence A few
years later, having fathered a son
he disappears He returns nine
years later But s this changed
man really Martin Guerre? His wile
says yes. a passing band of
soldiers says no An award-
winning French film which well
deserved the Oscar nomination it
earned. with Gerard Depardieu
and Nathalie Baye French
soundtrack  with [n()hs\ sub-
titles )

Terence Davies Film Trilogy

Sun 11th Nov-Mon 12th Nov
6.00 and 8 15

Three tilms telling the story of the
guilt-burdened lhfe of Robert
Tucker, a lowe-middle-class
Merseyside homosexual from a
Catholic background The
character of Robert Tucker s
played by five actors in all. ages
rgnging from seven 1o late
seventies and the three lilms last a
total of just 101 minutes

Swann In Love

Sun 11th Nov-Mon 19th Nov
6.15 and 8.30

The story of Swann's obsessive
and tortured love affair with the
beautiful Odette Crecy. A visually
very successful film by Volker
Schlondorff (of ‘The Tin Drum’
fame), with Jeremy Irons and
Omella Muti as the lovers. Rather
slow moving though, butthensos
the book. (English subtitles.)

La Vie est un Roman

Tue 13th Nov-Thur 15th Nov

600 and 8.15° !
Three intercut stories set in an
extraordinary chateau. In the first,
the Count, who owns the chateau,
invites a group of friends to his
home to assist in an “experiment
of rebirth”. Then many years later,
the chateau having been turned
into a school. it is the scene of a
summer seminar. Meanwhile, a
group of children on holiday there
dream up a fairytale story for the
place

Caley

(229 7670)

Purple Rain

320. 530, 7.£0

Tickets £2 (£1 students)

Prince as budding young pop
musician from unhappy home
struggling to make a name for
himself in music world and stop
his rival going off with his girt. ..
sounds familiar

French Institute

(225 5366)

13 Randolph Crescent

Que Bete Meure

Thurs 8th' Nov. 8.30

A father whose son has been killed
by areckless driver decides to take
his revenge A masterly thriller set
in Brittany

Dominion

(447 2660)
All seats £2 20

Comfort and Joy
220.520.820

Romancing the Stone
2.30.530.820

Romance novelist Joan Wilder
endeavours to rescue her sister
from a.gang of nasty treasure
seekers. with the help of Jack
Cotton. Romance and adventure
from Spielberg school

Indiana Jones

200. 500. 8.00

Indiana Jones still in hot pursuit of
much-coveted sacred stone in
India Human sacrifice among the
many hazards to be faced along
the way

ABC

(229 3030)

Tightrope

é‘:o. 5.25,815

eat prices £2 79

Clint Eastv. 504 ;~|.\§§ 3-01 i<
New Orleans homucn:'::xsc‘
detective searching o, ,
rapist terrorising
Quarter. Soon becomer .
that Block's new qirtfyien
two daughters may pe [n £
attack y

9 for 5 u"

the f,,

Top Secret

(Until 9th Nov)

(Seat prices £2 30,
Airplane-type  humoyr
again as the team ploughy
jovially through the ¢
espionage and war films -

$hn

Comfort and Joy
(Until 9th Nov)
2.25, 5.00. 7.50
(Seat prices £2 30)
Latest Bill Forsyth fiim thiste)
about Glasgows ice.qy,,
exponents and they fe,.
Pleasing and at times yer

Odeon

(667 7331)

(Programmes change Fr Any
The Natural

2.00. 5.00. 8 00

The story of baseball player s
Hobbs' comeback in the o
after an absence of 15 yp
Based on a Bernard Mag-{
story that was ‘distinctly blacis
tone’. Robert Redford stars

AN

Broadway Danny Rose
3.05, 6.30, 9.10

Woody Allen as theatrical a4
trying for the big time but let s
by the client (Mia Farrcal §
previously rescued I
obscurity. Engaging and mf
amusing.

Batchelor Party

3.20, 5.55. 8 40

“Shocking. shameless. s
wicked, and the party hasates
started yet.” so I'm told'

Classic Cinema

Androld
Klaus Kinski as mad xﬁ
whose robot shows $i3n
becoming human

Sat 10th Nov. 11 pm

Also

Forbidden World
£2.50 admission
soc card.

£1.50 wihfoy

tunny and moving'. — The Scotsman
Soundtrack by Springsteen, Sam the Sham, The Toys, Dusty Springheld,”
Velvet Underground and many more*

Cinema 2

Until Sat 10 6.00/8 15 (Also 3 pm Sat 10)

Gerard Depardieu and nathalie Baye in

THE RETURN OF MARTIN GUERRE (15)

In 16th century rural France, a young groom is publically humiliated for
impotence. He fathers ason, thendisappears Nine yearslater he returns, but’
is the return veteran really Martin Guerre = M

Cinema 1

Sun 11-Mon 19 6.15/8 30 (Also 3pm Wed 14, Sun 11and 18, andd4pmSati17)
SWANN IN LOVE (18)

Ornella Muti plays demi-mondaine Odette, object of Swann's (Jesemy lrons)
Obsessive love. This masterly of Proust's R ance of

Things Past by TIM DRUM director Schlondor!f also stars Fanny Ardant and
Alain Delon

.
Cinema 2

Sun 11 and Mon 12 6.00/8.15

TERENCE DAVIES — A FILM TRILOGY (15)

A remarkable, unsentimental account of guilt-burdened lite of Robert
Tucker, a Merseyside homosexual from a lower-middle class home.

'BOX OFFICE INFORMATION 228-2688

CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE FOR FULL TIME STUDENTS
(REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR STUDENT CARD)

Music

(P22 2028202220088 28088ddddldsddd

Queen's Hall

(668 2117)

Friday 9th November, 10 pm
Jazz: Clarinet summit

(Dick Lee, Graham Whitelaw
Dave Paxton 4)

Sat 10th November, 7.45 pm
Musica Viva
Programme. includes
Vivaldi, Delius, Haydn

© Student tickets £1 20

Elgar.

Wed 14th November, 7.45 pm
< Chamber Orchestra
Programme includes Delius,
Mozart, Brahms

University Music

Reld Concert Hall

Thurs 8th November, 7.30 pm
Peter Mountain, violin

Angela Dale, piano
Beethoven: Sonata in C minor
and modern Scottish works

Fri 9th November, 1.10 pm
Andrew Armstrong, organ
Admission frec

Tues, 13th November, 1.10
Jean Murray, fiute i
John Moore, piano

Admission free

Usher Hall

(228 1155)

Friday 9th November, 7.30 pm
Scottish National Orchestra
Brahms: Violin Concerto
Brahms Symphony No. 1

* Student Standby £1.80 at door.

Sat 10th Nov, 7.45 pm

Scottish Chamber Orchestra
Mozart Night. including
Symphony No. 30 and No. 36,
featuring Dame Kin te Kanawa
(soprano)

Sun 11th November, 7.30 pm
Alpine Extravaganza

Folk'music from Europe compered
by Ed Stewart

Wed 14th November
Edinburgh Secondary Schools
Orchestra and Chorus

Assembly Rooms
(George Street)

Tues 13th November
Holly Near

in concert for peace.

Hoochie Coochie
Searching Nobodies and
The Juggernauts

Sun 11th Nov, 11 pm

_Playhouse

Lords of the New Church

Caley Palais

(229 7670)

Lords of the New Church
and Wall of Voodoo

8th Nov, 7.30 pm

The Front: March Violets
9th Nov, 10 pm %]

Moray House
(556 5184)
Talking Drums
Thurs 8th Nov

The Higsons
Sat 10th Nov

(557 2590)

Shirley Bassey
Thurs 8th-Nov
Elvis Costello (s0l0)
Sat 10th Nov
Meatloal

Tues 13th Nov (8
The Nolans

old ou!)

Wed 14th Nov
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~over 100 award-winning
5 and 1illustrations
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6 pm

| Library
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n Room Gallery
aam-9pm Sat9am-1pm

on of works from the

Tea and Sandwiches
1 by the Miners” Support

18

n by cloth
emingway
Dec)

n of works purchased
Jean £ Watson Bequest

sculptress

treet

10 am-6 pm

24

of Art

inthe Life of a Picture
ny Green

h Arts Council Touring
n of this witty and often

Place
10-5 pm. Sat 10-12 pm

and Conslructions by
akley

mics by Mark Stanczyk.
rland Strcet

0-6. Sat 10-4

020
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Session in Park Room,
nng your own bassoon
1)

the Pleasance 9-12.
McNair and his
traditional jazz band.
'membors 50p\ Non

in Student, Centre
anbers

v N
800-9 00 pm.

time Talk

level Common Room,
W Windows on the
=Dr.P. Brand.

Bt Society Meeting
! pm." Sommerville
® Pleasance. “George"
"employment Centre
$Peaking  about Arms
" unemployment, and
Bues Open discussion —
welcame
Studies Society: “Why |
"achsing Jew™; Mr A K.
730, Pleasance. Al

Society

:!APmrmsm Bernard
o2 1948~ History as
< Literature as text”,
::’“3 Appleton Tower.

fh Nov

ents’ Baiy

r‘. of the year

“orehan

ooonand — gqg
't'.houl meal oy
* Inclyge i
a:;()“m Andy Linton

uintet, Clity Legyj

e

jnfa”‘ Okin_ Victor and
s Again, Del Amitri
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Printmakers’ Workshop
British Artists Book 1970-1983
23 Union Street

Mon-Sat 10-5.30

031-557 2479

Netherbow Arts Centre
(Until 10th Nov)

Scenes of Edinburgh:

Records of atfection by lan
Garland. Pop along and see if you
can spot a cuddly landmark you
met at that party last week

Oils and Watercolours

by Sarah Leonard

(from 13th Nov)

The Islands of Greece

Gouache, pastels and collage by
Jane Porter.

Within the Sight of the Sea
Works of Scottish towns
islands by Isobel Gardner.
43 High Street

031-556 9579 -
National Gallery of
Scotland

Drawings by Allan Ramsay

An exhibition to mark the bi-
centenary of the Scottish artist's
death in 1784. Some fine, sensitive
work is on display, although it
contains the inevitable senti-
mental pieces so typical of the
period.

The Mound

Mon-Sat 10-12, 1-5; Sun 2-5 pm
031-556 8921

and

Royal Scottish Academy
(from 10th Nov) S
Scottish Society of Women
Artists Annual Exhibition

Royal Scottish Soclety of Artists
and Watercolour Artists Annuat
Exhibition.

Interesting to compare the two
shows. though one can't help
thinking its a shame tney have
to be segregated

The Mound

10-7 pm

031-225 6671

Scottish Gallery
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Original Prints by Molly Bullick
This exhibition of atmospheric
seascapes and wild moorlands,
from an ex-Edinburgh College of
Art student, is strongly recom-
mended

20th Century Scottish Paintings
94 George Street

(handy for Lloyds and Nat West
Bank)

Mon-Fri 9.30-5 30, Sat 9-1 pm
031-225 5955

Mercury Gallery

Recent acquisitions

2/3 North Bank St, The Mound
Mon-Fri 10-5.30 pm, Sat 10-1 pm
031-225 3200

GRASSMARKE !, EDINBURGH
€L 031 225 1752

OPEN 7 DAYS
GOOD FOOD
& COFFEE.
SPECIALITY
CAKES

Univents
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Not The Presidents’ Ball
Chambers Street

Featuring The Absentees, Stella's
Baby.

Regular Friday Disco in Potterrow
live band — Mr and the Great
Beyond 50p. Happy Hour 8.30-
9.30 pm.

Saturday 10th Nov
Saturday Night on the Upbeat
Chambers Street House, 80p.
Happy hour 9-10. Library Bar.
Licence until 1 am.

Sunday 11th Nov

Have a civilised Sunday lunch in
Teviot Carvery. Hot food 12.30-
6.30 pm. Happy Hour 8-9 pm.

~

Remembrance Sunday Service
10.20 am, Upper Library Hall, and
Quadrangle, Old College.

Secular Soclety: meet Banner-
man's, 1.30, to discuss composi-
tion of information leaflet.

Monday 12th Nov ~

Free Rock Disco

Chambers Street House
Potterrow: Happy Hour 6.30-7.30
pm.

EU Gebates Committee

Maiden  Speakers Competition.
Wed. "21st Nov. Prizes for best
speakers — motion “This House
believes that people get the media
they deserve”. Open to all
Edinburgh University students
who have not taken part in inter#
varsity debate. Closing date for
entries 12th Nov. Forms' from
EUSA office.

. Tuesday 13th Nov

Disco in Teviot Row
Happy Hour 8-9 pm
Student Centre House

EU Labour Club; 5.15 pm for 5.30
pm Seminar Room 2, The
Chaplaincy Centre.- Doreen
Coltart -from the Anti-Apartheid
Campaign will speak on South
Africa. If you're not a member,
come along and join.

Live Drawing,,
7-9 pm, Braid Room, Pleasance
Every Tuesday

King's Theatre
(229 1201)

The Seven Year ltch )

Sth-10th Nov. 7.30 pm /
(Sat. 5 pm & 8 pm) 7
Sophisticated comedy by George
Axelrod, focusing on a man
treading on Dangerous ground as
he enters his seventh year of
marriage.

Tickets £1.50-£4.50

(Students 1/2 price Tues.-Thurs.).

Bell, Book and Candle

Sth-9th Nov. 7.30 pm

Sat. 10th Nov. 5 pm & 8pm
Times and prices as above.
Broomsticks and black cats galore
in this bewitching romance
starring Lynette Davies, Geoflrey
Davies & Margaret Ashcroft.

Gang Show

Mon. 12th Nov. for one week.
Sat. 2.15, 7.15 pm

1984 Edinburgh Guide and Scout
amateur performance.

Prices £3.05-£1.05 from box office.

Netherbow ‘Arts Centre
(556 9579)

Schellenbrack

Written by Tom Gallagher,
starring Alex Heggie, Muriel
Romanes and Robert Trotter. A
famous writer's recluse is

Lunchtime talk Ch y Centre
1.10 pm “Focus on South Africa”
— “The Political Scene” — Mr
Chris Allen.

th d by the imminent award
of the Nobel Prize.

Tickets £3 (students £2)

from 43 High Street.

Wednesday 14th Nov
Green Banana Club

in Potterrow

Happy Hours 6.30-7.30 and 8 30-
9.30 pm.

Midweek Service in Chaplaincy
Centre. The way of God's promise
— ‘Things worth fighting for.’

Free Disco in Chambers Street
Happy Hour 8-9 pm

Secular Society: "God's Demise
Neitzsche's Perspective”

\
Venue to be announced

A ty Internal | ti

2 pm, Chaplaincy Centre.  *
Find out about forthcoming
events

S
Wanted: Old books, records etc
for EU Friends of the Earth Green
Bazaar.© Contribution to Janet.
13/17 West Nicolson Street. of

Gerard Depardieu plays Martin Guerre.

Theatre
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Royal Lyceum
(229 9797)

Arms’'and the Man

31st Oct.-24th Nov. 7.45 pm
Shaw at his best mocks pomposity
and militarism in a chocolate box
selting, with the comical love epic
of Sergius and Raina.

Tickets £2.80, £3.50 & £4.50.
(Students £1 off all prices).

The Power of the Dog

7th-24th Nov. 7.45 pm
.Performed by the Joint Stock
Theatre Company, The Power of
the Dog is a fast moving, yet
sensitive study set in the caos and
carnage of WW2. Written by
Howard Barker.

(Prices above).

Theatre Workshop
(226 5425)
Young Peoples Theatre Week

Mon. 5th-Sat. 10th Nov.
Annual event involving Some of
the most active and exciting group
from across ' Scotland. (Details
from 34 Hamilton Place).

Traverse Theatre
(226 2633)
Candy Kisses

Showing from 7th Nov.

(Times to be announced).
Comical new production by John
Byrne. (Student memberships for
Traverse Theatre Club — £3 p.a.
Sign up to six friends in for 50p
each).

3 tat
Tom

Robinson
&Crew
£5.00

susan, 117 Brewster House. and
lan, 303 Baird House

Socielies, ; ;
Social events. Christmas parties
etc. Bulk orders for wine from
Portobello Wines (669 9483)

Happy Hour 6.30-7.30 Nl

3 o
Mp'zovu{at/m wtyéu!ma//wand
tertainment

Why not become a Club Card Holder, grving you
pnonty booking on new concert dates. For more
information send an SAE to Edinburgh Playhouse,
18722 Greenside Place
or phone 031-557 2590.

Box Offce Open Varm Gom,

Mon-Sat. Access 8 Visa telephone
BOOKINGS weslCOome.

PRESTEL,
V&B‘oi& Access
w«camm

Book
Nowlll

BOX OFFICE 031-557 2590
[ hvough TOCTA

kets atio available
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The atmosphere at the
Caley was electric as
diminutive  Glaswegian
Jimi Somerville took the
stage to launch Bronski
Beat's triumphant return
visit to Edinburgh.

thene Braee CeOut aitum. The Age

s °l
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Atter more than
eighteen months, U2
returned to Edinburgh in
a b\laze of glory.
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Sandra Aitie

“You've made tonight

special”. y

This was Alf speaning at the ‘.-"c
of a ;u"ca, night Playn se
sertormance which s.r'-i,
fresnness, vitality, bu! !'roa‘ J‘I

warmth - all qualities which, on
this evicence Alison Moyet has in
abundance
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The Bugle Sounds

Hello Edinburgh; climb

the barricades, raise'the
flag. go down fighting,
come back screaming,

say something, sheut
anything. Hello Edin-
purgh. this is -make

pelieve. this is The Alarm.

The Alarm.are four country
pumpkins made good, four ageing
eenagers spouting round after
of the most vacuous

without " a tinge of
embarrassment.  "We will  go
marching on.” to nowhere in
particular but we'll make lots of
noise on the way, we'll shoutinthe
tace of athousand vaguely defined
oppressors. the nebulous “them™
who are out to get “us”, the
chanting cheering bands of
prothers (and sisters, The Alarm
lcok out for everyone!'). The Alarm,
as everyone knows, are silly, fat,
nopelessly naive: they add up to
absolutely nothing

Well that's just not true. The
Alarm count for a lot. For the
thousand or so guileless young
souls packed into the Caley Palais
last  Sunday they count for
everything under the sun. The
Alarm are really quite charming
atter their own gauche fashion.
They believe in every chant they
utter Mike Peters doesn't have an
ounce of cynicismin his being. His

round
polemic

fath s touching if a little
misplaced  He's everyone's big
brother
Fromthe moment they leap on
stage. to the last clarion call, The
Alarm are magnificent. The

audience are enthusiastic in the
eteme  chanting and singing
@en before the band appear
Some nostalgic souls start
gobbingon the band, Mike doesn't
uwnns.mdsmoolhlyhrinasinoa

Photo: Hugh Godsa
halt by asking. “You wouldn't spit
on your friends, would ya?" Of
course they wouldn’t, and yes
Mike is their friend Midway
through the set he breaks offto tell
us that “The Alarm have been
getting a lot of flak from the music
papers and so have you. The NME
called you the lowest common
denominator and said our songs
mean nothing " He really is upset
for his fans’ sake The audience
responds indignantly at their
innocence before the band regain

their composure and launch. into
the next song which “is about the
bond between us’.

The climax to the show s
stirring and spontaneous with one
lad climbing* on stage and
enjoying his moment of glory as he
gets to sing along with Mike They
push the set beyond the time himit
imposed on the Caley before
finally gushing their thanks and
leaving. The kids linger a while
before dashing outto beatthe rush
for memorabilia

S-P-K

It you were to cross
what Marc Aimond would
like to say but doesn't
have the nerve with a
talented and imaginative
version of Crass you
might get some idea of
Ege Bam Yasi.

The now legendary EBY opened

. the set with a sleazy reworking of

Donna _Summer's
entitled Fee) ife. Aided by a
hooded drummer and some
Swirling backing tapes, the two
female vocalists almost literally
whipped the audience into
Submission.

This setthescene foradeluge of
seX and hysteria. During the Yum
Yum Song the two frontmen
chanted from the inside of bin
liners ang proceeded to spurt out
shaving foam over- each other's
plastic cocoons. Other. props
lncludmgahugecmci!ix,lowhicn
one of the band was strapped and
la"large Quantity of baby oil during
Ole hean-warming rendition of
thvll Newton John's Physical.
P"t;n several slices of Mother's
o e were distributed for the

aMous Jesus Makes His Own
Breag
grUlnmamly Ege Bam Yasl are a

0up of coptrasts, from the

I Feel Love,

00 seriously, as titles such as The
Fattest Elephant in ‘Scotland
emphasise. With a Home Front gig
alongside the Baby Knives on the
horizon (30 Nov) and some
possible dates at the Potterrow,
the 'Yasites' will be spreading their
brand of anarchy around
Edinburgh in the very close future.
You have been warned.

And so to SPK. For the
uninitiated, SPK are one of the
leading exponents of “metallic
muzak"”, alongside fellow indus-
trialists Test Dept. and

tuneal stage show to the sublime« Elnsturzende Neubauten,

backin,

; 9 tapes. Moreover, thank-
ully,

they do not take themselves
—

employing a wide range of Black
and Decker equipment coupled

* Regular live
usic

* All day Meals
Available P

GREYFRIAR’S BoBBY

Candlemaker Row

Opening Hours
Wed-Fri till 2 am
Tues & Sat till 11.45 pm
Sun & Mon till 11 pm

wit
for the salety of their audiences.
Sounds good. That's what makes

Roy Wilkinson
s

an alarming lack of concern*
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USIC

¢ Kane Gang Winner
Only one winner to the
competition as yet
Kevin Maxwell. We still
\have a 12" single, and
\ four tickets to give away
for the gig-on 15
\ November. These will go
\to the first two people
who come down to the
\Student offices at 1
\Buccleuch .Place on
Friday at 12.30 pm with
the name of The Kane
\Gang's last single.

‘e Gigs Latest

Nov.

15. Occapella (Moray House)
18. Seven (Hoochie Coochie)
30. Home Front Night (Caley)
with Baby Knives, Rubber
Yahoo and Ege Bam Yasi

oL L e e LeLLd

Eaf

C.
RunRig, (Playhouse)
. Hard Corps \(Hoochie
Coochie) \

Ivy League Fash)on Show
(Caley) /

. Lloyd Cole & the Gommotions

(Caley)

. Pookah Makes Three
{Hoochie Coochie)
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Meatloat (Playhouse. Nov. 13
date sold out

20.

-
@
o

. Commodores (Playhouse)

® Lloyd Cole tickets on sale this
Saturday at Ripping Records, 91
South Bridge, and Virgin
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"Tight Lines

Grand Master Melle Mel & the Furious Five

“It's like a jungle some-
times. It makes me
wonder how | keep from
going under.”

The holder of the GRAND-
MASTER title may have changed.
but The Message 1s still the same
The journey of over 2,000 miles
had been made pnmanly to
convey The Message, in its 3
component parts; Peace, Love and
Unity! Atrika Bambaatta and
James Brown would certainly
approve.

The new hero is Melle Mel- who
“rocks everyone, everywhero,
every time”, whether it be Chaka
Khan, or the select gathering of
invited guests at the Playhousec on
Saturday evening.

With Mr Mel the image is the
man, and with his right hand man
Cowboy, he preaches his street-
wise gospel with the enthusiasm of
C who “truly believes”. The

the taste of disappoint allthe
more bilter. Read on.

| can now reveal the real reason
for their ICA debacle: they only
have two (sur)real songs. This
conclusions arises from the fact
that 90% of Friday night's set was
taken up by a quagmire of bland,
conventional melodies and
rhythms. $ :

SPK's crisp sound became very
mouldy as the evening wore on.
Weak vocals added to uninspiring
synth beats meant they didn't even
reach the gate never mind “storm
the reality asylum”. Up until the
very death it seemed that they had
taken Laura Logic's assertion that
“Music is a Better Noise™ all 100
literally. The act only really got of!
the ground when the band burst
into a cacophony of metallic bliss
aided and abetted by some Kendo
dancing and an electric drill. At
last the breathtaking film reels
used by SPK were truly
ccomplemented!

SPK? "Funken' juck!

Paul (the othey one) Quinn

approach may be theatrical, but
the sentiments are REAL. His
home town may well be a “city of

® Henry and Mayéll

Current tour recently swerved
an Edinburgh date, news that both
Lenny Henry and Rik Mayall' are
also not playing in the capital on
their  current outings.  Lenny
Henry's tour takes in Glasgow and
Dundee Universities on 23 and 24
November, while Rik Mayall with
Ben Elton are at Dundee Uni 0n 23
Nov and Glasgow Uni on 24 Nov

® Playhouse Ldtest

There is a 10% discount to
students who book ten tickets or
more for the following gigs

27th Nov. Tom Robinson (tickets
£5)

2 Dec. Gary Numan (tickets £5 &
£4.40)

14 Dec. Tony Bennett (tickets £10-
£5)

22 Dec. Lena Martell (tickets £5-
£3).

® Television Latest

On The Tube tomorrow (5 30.
Channel 4) will be The Alarm,
Shniekback. The Redskins, Billy
Bragqg. Cabaret Voltare and an
nterview with Duran Duran

Meanwhile. next Tuesday (7 30,
BBC 2) Whistle Test will be
featuning Status Quo. Van
Motnison, an interview with Robert
Smuth (The Cure) as well as a
report on Soho's Wag Club. andits
Iink with the current jazz revival In
connection  with  this. Working
Week will be playing live in the
Studio

dreams”, but Melle lets us know
“everything ain't what itseems”™ In
New York things are NASTY
Instruction was also given on
the dangers and foolishness of
drug abuse. In the gospel
according to Mel snilfing cocaine
15 not a credible method of
conquerning the horrors of mass
society. Drug abuse 1s escapism,
and only by facing reality will
victory come to the individual
State corporatism i1s a big evil

monster, which can only be
defeated. by the small people
believing in themselves and
holding their heads “up high

Taking drugs is acceptance of
defeat so “Don't don't do it!"
Relaying The Message is the
raison d'etre of the whole GRAND-
MASTER crew, but “having a good
time” is also essential: without a
party we would get nowhere. On
Saturday there wasn't a straight
face in the house. The view from
the stage was terrific, and the key
word in The Message is
SURVIVAL. George Shepherd
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Dave Holland is one of
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scotland is renowned
all over the world for its’
traditional Highland
Gatherings. One of the
lesser known but most
interesting of these Is the
Lonach Highland
Gathering and Games In
Upper Donside. John
petrie, himself a Lonach
Highlander, gives Student
a rare Insight into the

annual event.

800 am on the last Saturday of
August in the village of Bellabeg, .
strathdon. A strange spectacle.
More than a hundred men wearing
full Highland dress are milling
about around the diesel petrol
pumps of the little-used garage.

gEven under all the Highland
paraphenalia, the early morning
frost bites the. whisky-weary
bodies of the men of the Lonach.
There hasn't been much time for
sleep these last few days. But the
hay has been lifted now and
stands, still green, in uncertain
stacks in the fields. The Lonach
tradition will not die this year; not
because 1t is being kept alive
conscrously, but because its
health has not been called into
question. This is the 143rd Lonach
4 Highland Gathering and Games —
4 It remains as big a part of the
collective consciousness of the
glen as it always has been. Maybe
the free whisky has something to
dowith that . . . and why not?

Opposite the Post Office,
@ behind the village shop, the green
tartan ot my clan — the Forbes
4 clan — is dotted in amongst the

i§ red of the Clan Wallace. Our

awkward, constricting plaids are

4 "The Lonach tradition
§ will not die; its health
has not been called into
question.”

pinned into place around our
§ chiled bodies by the few who have
committed to memory the special
# technique — Jimmy Thomson the
garage owner from Roughpark,
4 Sandy Morrison the game-keeper,
'§ someofthe wives of the older men.
4 | hand over my invitation and
select a pike (nice and long, not
4 t00 heavy) from the cart. Donald,
the old cart-horse, breaks wind
4 noisily as Willie Gray slips him a
i Discult. | grab a colfee and a
i sandwich to line my stomach for
the coming assault. My cousins
and | stand around and recount
stories'of last Lonach, the Lonach
before, and the Lonach before
that; the bustle around us
heightens in intensity. Jonathan
helps me adjust the hang of my

dlaid; | belp with he sprig_of
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Lonach Gat

broom in his bonnet. We dread the
moment when the pipes will
scrape across our raw early-
morning eardrums. We envy the
men of the Wallace Clan with their
less awkward sprigs of white
heather.

“Into line, Lonach Highlanders!"
someone is shouting. It is the new
Sergeant-Major; | don't know his
name. He replaces old Donald
Gordon whose legs will carry him
no further with the men of the
Lonach.

“Into line!"

“Lonach!" The old war-cry of the
Forbes clan from the days they
fought the Campbells at Corgart
Once the Campbells locked all the
Forbes women into their own
castle and raised it to the ground.
All thet in the past, we Lonach men
will not fight any one in our heavy
plaids today. But the Lonach
Highland and Friendly Society will
bring into line anyone who has a
whisky too many and remembers
an old grudge’ against his
neighbour.

A precipitate of green Forbes
tartan forms and settles behind the
red Wallaee( Each clan stands in
pai'rs. taéing he Sergeant-Major}
“Lonach Highlanders, atten-
shun!” This order is followed by a
poorly co-ordinated shuffling ot
right feet.

“Ollicers, draw swords!"

“Fall in the officers!"

“Lonach Highlanders, shoulder
pikes!”

“Right turn!”

The drill is a charade, and is
accompanied by jeering and sharp
comments from the ranks. The
pipe band launches into its first
Pibroch and we mark time. There
are signs of progression, even
here — a female snare-drum
player stands amongst the better-

known male faces of the band.

As we eross the bridge across
the Dhulie burn, we try and look
solemn for early visitors from
Aberdeen dispersed amongst the
mainly local crowd of women and
children. But once we reach the
open road outside the village, the
atmosphere relaxes and I try to get
to know my marching partner. He
is a farmer fro Logiecoldstone. We
march, talking only a little.

It is not far up to the
schoolhouse where the first dram
is offered. We turn up the narrow
lane off the main road, the tops of
our pikes clipping the branches of

herin

\

the trees. We mark ti

e in the
school playground and Halt. Trays

of large whiskies are brought out
along with jugs of peaty glen
water. A toast is drunk, a speech of
thanks is made by the new Patron
— Sir Hamish Forbes — and within
ten minutes we are on our way
again

Kitted up, we march on. Either
the whisky or the slowly rising sun
begins to warm my body and at
last the day begins to feel real as |
become accustomed once again
to the feeling of my kilt

“Lelt! Lelt! Left! - Right-Left!"
On the longer stretches of the
march, the band takes a rest and
the bass drum keeps the time as
our boots grind on the old tarmac
When the band comes in again, all
the . Highlanders in the know
change step. The band invariably
comes in on the wrong beat.

The rest of the morning sees us
making five more stops: the
Wallace family cottage, Shand's
shop, Tor-na-Sheen, the Doctor's
house, outside the Hotel. The five
miles or so takes four hours or
more. Six large whiskies. Two
extra stops are made:

“Two nrunutes in
boys!"

And the small crowd following
the march look, respectfully the
other way.

By lunch-time, things are
getting a little hazy and the chatter

. becomes loud enough to provoke
shouts of “Quietness!” from old

the wood.

Donald Gordon who stands at the
roadside in Bellabeg. As we pass
the field, the side-shows at the
ringside are already in full swing; -
the roadside, too, is crowded with
spectators. We retire to the
Colquhonnie Hotel's “Lonach
Hall" for a meal specially preparea
to soak up alcohol: Scotch broth,
cold jmeat salad and trifle. The
Games continue.

By now, the piping and dancing
competitions have started. Soon,
the Heavy events will get under
way. The inevitable caber-tossing
hammer-throwing,  shot-putting
and hill-race. Later, the novelty
events — pillow fight, women's tug

*of war, the obstacle race and
children’s events.

This is what makes Lonach Day
so successful. Evefybody has
something to do. Competitors for

‘competitors; a spectacle lor
spectators; side-shows flor
‘everyone; the beer tent for the

day of it; the Grandstand for the
local gentry. And because the
Games are so much smaller than
those at Ballater or Braemar, the
feeling is intimate and uncontrived
— even for complete strangers to
the glen.

After lunch, our gait 1s steadier
and our heads are clearer as we
march back to the field. The sun
smiles on those in T-shirts, but
threatens to bake us alive in our
thick jackets and plaids. Someone
shouts that a wasp has gone up my
kilt. | walk on, agitated. Cameras
click, babies cry. The traffic has
ground to a halt.

“Scotland the Brave" for the
march around the ring. Try not to
catch the eyes of faces in the
crowd.

“Eyes front! Nivver mind them."

“. .. because the Games
are so much smaller than
those at Bathgate or
Braemar, the feeling is
intimate and uncon-
trived."

Dismiss for a couple of hours
and back to the field for the Parade
and March of the Clansmen at 3
pm. After that, the side-shows or
the beer tent. Or both.

The Games continue until 5.30
pm when the Pipe Band “beats the
retreat”. The Men of the Lonach
disperse to various pubs and
parties before ending up at the
“Grand Dance" in the Lonach Hall
The Pipe Band have been known
to wander up and down the
road in Bellabeg well into the
evening, playing their pibroch
swansong — a crazed Jacobean
band, lost in the mists of time and
whisky.

The glen pulses with the unity of
festivity far into the night. And on
Sunday, all is quiet in Strathdon.

Mannix, Morrissey,Mondale

This week's American
election, the Smiths, and
last term's SRC elections
have something in
common. What difference

does it make? You may
well ask, /
We saw in the Democratic

:Inmanes_and now the Presidential
lme]cnon itsell how issues were
co: a very small part of the
mocern of voters. What was on
Doliw‘ was personality, and not
mc,me;. This tendency has been
pome_asmgly important in US
s ics, ," has also, disturbingly,
,m-' Signs of creeping in here.
nsnse In the popularity of the
e beervahves in recent months
it en blased on the ‘courage
especvvavery shown by its leaders,
Bngmla"y Mrs Thatcher, after the
o can bomb. That's not to say
! ‘:uragg doesn't have some
ek _lplay In politics. In tintés of
We'r'e:x undoubtedly does. But
thae ot Currently at war, and the
Cleristic which would seem
best fitted to a politician at’

' Moment
Readednegs, ~ Y P2INY. not pig-

S

All the British party leaders have
been guilty of playing to the
gallery in this. When Neil Kinnock
became party leader, he gave a
whole series of interviews to
women's magazines and spoke_
about things unrelated to policies
— he didn't say what he intended
to do with the country if he became
its leader! For politicians are not
popular personalities, and nor
should they aim to be. David
Steel's personal appeal is based
on a similar flaw, and David
Owen's popularity on his looks.

Who cares what they read in
their toilets? Their characters
should only be of interest in so far

<as it effects us.

Someone else who has been
able to exploit the current interest
in the useless facts of personal life
has been Morrissey of the Smiths.
The music papers are infested with
interviews with the guy. He's the
interviewer's idea of heaven
because he volunteers snippets
of private life and opinions without
the slightest pressure. For the
music industry, he is single-
handedly replacing the pro-
motional value of the video with
that of the slightly shocking, but

nevertheless fascinating,
interview.

Hence this week in the
‘Melody Maker":

What would do It a Smiths fan_
had set otf the Brighton bomb?"
“I'd marry him.”

And in last year's SRC elections,
personality predominated. John
Mannix's line was that he could
achieve more by turning down the
emphasis on issues than he could
by politically forcing his own view.
This aspect of his campaign may
have won him the election. It
certainly did in the eyes of ‘The
Student election guide. But the
assumption is that a candidate's
policies don't matter very much.
They may have less effect in a
small, closed community ‘like a
University or a small introverted
unit like the SRC, but issues are
still the stulf of politics, and don't
let anyone tell you otherwise.

This is not to say that the private
life of a politician doesn't matter. A
man who beats up his wife isn't
likely to make a very good health
minister. But, to an extent, a
politicians should function purely
as the mouth-piece of those whom
he or she purports to represent.

And a preference for Duran Duran
over Dvorak is not expressive of
that function. This is time for
politics at every level.

If politicians are able to ‘do their
own thing’ as opposed to what we

tell them to do, we will be the ones
to suffer. And this will happenif we
insist on allowing, and even voting
for, politicians who lead us to
believe that politics is un-
important. £
2 Toby Porter
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Death camp Dachau

Anyone with even vague knowledge of the Naz
regime will realise the significance of that name. The
concentration camp existed ultimately to obliterate
the Jews, although at first it encompassed all aliens —
those classed as not Aryan and therefore unfit to form

the new "master race™ which would rule the world for

TOrESIAC Ty e rRIGICLS T

—eols 2t T

Meryi SBenstock

noticea? This place
un with Puslic School
rfreghers intake was
n them. angdincluced
trom Eton. What

PR

selection
siame Afyone.
122 can de pushed

with gacceys

The Common
Yah observed

18535,

clothes that wens oy
N strig SNirts ana

boys sec
Corcuroys ook rez
army of some.me
Girls wear scan,
fice dicycles w
on the front
mutually exclus
mix with anygre
privilegec enoug
Public Schocl- T

carents call “r
they con’t rea
cictnes are
{Loaccn) — tney w
jackets and DCCs A
You will fing tmem (-
ang the Art Scnec

10 meet byt e ca
SroUD you Getone o
Scot” you

ancw 2
equals sccial

ciscreet categor,
cetacrec. anc
Treat me with scec

Middle-ciass Her

She was the biggest
and the best The most

beautiful, the most
‘expensive. Said to be
unsinkable, the SS

Cameron Toll quietly
opened her doors a
month ago at the

beginning of her maiden
voyage.

Al wert wail unel Tat fanetu
Sy of Saturery. Novemper 3z
The ran Powied arc Te wire
astec Cown: Cwer EAncurgn. The
Sassercers were CCilvicus o Te
FINOC ST Cutsce 23 ey Cired
N e reIurInt or waTeC Wit
Tewr Toileys roure Sairscurys.
uraeare Tat Terr lite word eas
ICCN 10 enc in Tagecy

Sccceniy ey were rg it
water — e sorm hac Sroved ioc
Tuch. The ficeds poured i,
wcmen furtec ane screamec —
scmetimes simultanecusly
Fecrie an fcr e lifeccats. By a
mCeCus © mMmschance. Tey tac
fever Seen insmilec. Feccie
Stcooee runmng for e lifeccars.
AS the waters ket on nming, marmy
Seccec Tere was criy cre ting

C

acarceree  Ter

AL stCcOIrg certe ac
com of Caikets Scac

Foilcen =ails) It was coerec ast
TCrTL. tCasirg Al wres of

Fecdes st 13 TCay-i-wedwn
$TCCOING (A0C ever 2arkirg) sius
Sateways anc a comsinec
Surssurys arc S-S siore, (wrg
U TR CuGiCLs sieasure of
SLDIRG BCET STCAS I vegetaties
N T same Zasaet) ITs a grea:

" siace for tuyrg amymirg from

Trs ot 'Tee T fur ccass are
@wailery (mre yol. Ty Srcirg a
ar-coerer)

FCwavar. Zefcre you get e
exsitec, | Mave o Wil you mat
wrfcriiratey Te shcie siace was
fleccre cut last Saturcay arc 100
Sars were jeft sutmergec in Te car
sar. The Sicocy arcmitecss couie
mane it iccn like 2 scacesmic Byt
3Nt give it any Crars (Secause
SCACeStiCS Cont reec crars. !
sucecse). Ferscraily, | suscec: it
®33 Qwre rembutcn for ail tmis
stcgong cn Surcays. On me
Sther hanc, | was Going I wnte an
arucie accut Camercn Tail for s

ameron

S 3L rCw e fcoe

T e T cTrsicerazey
are ou Goe

= ©TRIrEAILeas acrc ot

weue, | RaC SRCCECly —iasc

‘BMICGS 22CLt e wtCie Cea ot

<ayres, Ot Te grea:
ICartage of Tem 3 Tar mey're
3C Corveniert, esceciaily f you're
7C ICrger yCurg-arc-can-tace- 2.
Cree you re in hem, youceniget
TAL CIrtral het-Coic sersancn
ot wakirg cut of Cwerneatec
SCrEs rIc 2 Qisarcy urcer-
featec Zoircurgn gaie (its 2 ne
in2  Cailas dr<cratening in
fversal Tren agan, ¥<uU are
Almays in tmae artifrcial
lTmCscrere — I'm sure ey must
SUmE  mero-scdium giutamate
ric e ar

Fowever. shceping centres can
S® 23 Cesrucive as ey are
creanve. Usiaily, ey mean e
a3rcIcn of comer snees ang
Smailer sucermarters. It ¥CU want

Tolls for you

I3 32t really Cecressec amc cant
70C 3 Lacrars Coren taze. make
S72 4Tu see e TN 00 survey
ey < 3°C waien tiousancs
anitactunng “joss cis-
3TCRantg. 12 e reciaced only by
T3 im Ascd mypermarvets and
Sorfererce centres — ag it we all
TaC retung Terer 2 co bt sit
FTrC Riirg are s our
‘aces weil OK. we ccat but
Tats Sesice tre point
R 3 tree tat Ecindurgh coes
TeSC Quite a few more shops to
307G L0 10 e leved of Glasgow,
3C wiil neec the rew centre being
Sult at Wavertey: ot G w
e T3y socn make e cangers

8! i€t ot Argyle,
SLCrAran ane Sauchierall Street
: IS Ze squeered at either ena by
I® flanrec mega-centres at St
S7Cens Square ane Buchanan
Street.

Centererce centres are even
TCre e rage. especially in cites
arereincustry s rapiaty Qeclining
Sut siocly s now deginmung to
e1ceec cemane, with the resuit
T councils may be left to Pay foe
ENCMCLS white eiephants when
Tey shouic de Sulcing houses

this is all in aic of
revolution. the DeginTng A
Detter way of hfe Fermacs -u.;
pecpie with the mcst e sureatih®
moment are not flkely I3 '.ht!»':
other ingrecient for
— e a large excess 0!
Are the three millicn U
r Iy oing ¢
Cte::-‘er’eﬁci and,ccrce't-gaeﬁ’ $
This “centre-mana’ 5-3u'db:
ceplored as gart o ‘;‘
homogenisation cof lite and *‘I
triumph of ln:e'—ailo‘“
Orgamisation Man  O«2f .'rwv;
Guality. | thought wec gt °;n
aln mat'b‘gnsmwf;.t':u:ﬂm
ago. The worrying ining. ﬂ’ﬂ s
Great Flood of 'S¢ has showh
that when somecoe pulls Wr;’::%
everyting gets snut Sown e
only cne small examyie 7(""'
trightening degree °! bt
depencence in which we at
live.
Alas_ perhaps | am uﬂ‘f'@?":"ﬁ
vain Cameron Toil and L%

o Prog”
peobably stand  for nawe

ray de. &
Dowever nasty thatmdy 2.0y,

all know that whoeve!
against the tide of Prog”
be anght Cnut. nob’n""ﬂ o

ess must

=




] He IS

CZECH
POETRY

Miroslav Holub was born in
1923. the son of a railway worker.
Czechoslovakia's most
poet and- a leading
He's also a Marxist,
to the Scottish Arts

tah

famous
scientist
Thanks

Right of Repl

Last week's John Murray Macleod “Opinion”
column prompted a deluge of articles to flood into the

Student offices. The following articles have been
selected from amongst these

John Murray Macleod's central
issue — or at least his most
constant bugbear — is his idea
that the gay lifestyle is destructive
and subversive, primarily to gays

4 Counci! and the 1 S¢ y
§ 1o the Speaking of Verse, his tou
i ;1 Brtain brought him to Edin-

purgh University on October 26th,

b where he gave a reading from his
8§ new collection of poetry, On The

Contrary. It was introduced to
ritish readers in 1967, and has

puilt up a following here amongst

| another

tose who are in the know. | was
able to speak with him and asked
nim about his poetry and his
politics

Have you had an enthuslastic
reaction on this tour?

very well. A good response. . . .
In America too, but here | think we
turopeans understand one
better. Some things
though. like Punch and Judy in
Czechoslovakia, can't’ be trans-
lated idiomatically, so they're lost.

Do you think that you've reached
working-class people here?

It's difticult here to tell a
working-class person . . . | try to.

M wite clearly, | don't hide behind a

thicket of words. So that if

someone hears, he understands.

4 Do you

reach working-class
people at home? =

Atnome | wrote a best-seller, a
sortof prose poem about America
It sold about 100-150,000 copies
People recognise me in the car
repair shop. At that time, in the
sities. | was often on Czech TV, so
people know me

Youonce said, in aninterviewon
Prague Radio, that you like writing
“for people untouched by poetry™.
You said that you'd like them to
read poelry “as naturally as they
go to a football game”. Do you
think your poetry will ever be as
popular as lootball?

That interview was in English,
and | didn't have very much
English. What | said was
something like that. Of course to
stand before 2,000 pepple not-
fighting wous nice, but to read
apoem would be rather silly. Even
%0, | think fights might still break
outif | did read.

Your new poelry, like earller
collections, is childlike here and
scientific there; do you have a
Particular audience in mind for
Your poetry?

Id like to write for children. But
Is.aswe say, the one hand behind
the back. | like to write for young
people, adolescents, students,
because sometimes | use four-
letter words and even in Britain |
seethatolder people are offended.

—_—

On the origin of football
by Miroslav Holub

And 16, when one day someone
'ncoun'Q"

Something that's rolll
he kicks it, Ok

:\M his heavens reverberate,
¢ temple curtain Is rent,

the unrinsed mouths of thousands
open wide

Inastifling explosion of silence

like tritobites
veling GOAL.

—_—

lain Ferguson

th but also to society as a
whole. In last week's Student his

most cinemas and theatres.andon
television. Therefore, the gay
world is no more promiscuous
and sex-diyided than the straight

world.
The idea that gay people cannot
indulge in a permanent or
i is a similar

paranpid tantrums reached new
peaks of generalisation and
dogmatism. He stated that gay
people invariably lead “lives of
incredible promiscuity, spurning
all permanent or romantic attach-
ments and working to overthrow .,
...thesociety inwhichwelive". He
states that a homosexual's social
life is “restricted to gay clubs, bars
and bathrooms”. An easy cop-out
reply to these two statements
would be simply to enquire as to
just how much of the so-called gay
lifestyle Mr Macleod has
experienced, how many gay
people he has met and discussed
gay “problems” with and to ask if
he himself has even been in a gay
club in his life.

However, his viewpoint is
suitably disturbing to merit a far
more reasoned, less rhetorical
approach.

Primarily, the gay lifestyle does
not automatically entail

T

myth to the one above. Of course it
is hard for two gay peopie to strike
up a lasting relationship. but the
same holds true for straight
people: has not the divorce rate
soared suddenly to one in three
marriages?

There is no such thing
as the “gay superlggl\ty
complex”. All that ‘gay
people want is to be
accepted as equal to
heterosexuals in society.

It is here that we reach the heart
of the problem. - All of the
allegations that Mr Macleod
makes are merely symptomatic of
his grave confusion of cause and
effect. His sectarian attacks on gay
pubs, clubs and so on are all

“incredible pr ity", or even
just “promiscuity”, come to that
The gay world is no less sex-
orientated than the straight world.
After all, when you think of it, the
straight world is fundamentally
sexual, from nudes in tabloid
newspapers to the unceasing
exploitation of women in
advertising. at work, in the home
and in the media in general

Also, straight pronographic
films are on general release at

pr of whatisreally
going on. Gay people don't wantto
frequent only the tiny assortment
of gay establishments, but they
have to, as it is only there that
they can be themselves If society
was suddenly to restrict straight
people to one pub, two discos. one
colfee shop and one bookshop in
Edinburgh, then straight people
would be understandably angry
Where else other than n
Edinburgh’s gay venues can two
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people of the same sex exchange
similar contact as heterosexuals
do everywhere else?

The shortcomings of the gay
world are not inherently caused by

homosexuality. They are merely

the effects of the restraints put on

FEATURES

with their sexuality. Rather than
“despising” people who life a
“double life", the "gay cohorts” in
the society are there primarily
provide advice and solidarity to
those who wish to break out of the
“Jekyll and Hyde" existence, and
to provide support for those who
cannot. | should know — I'm a
“vulnerable adolescent™ myself.
There is much more in Mr
Macleoas article which can be
discussed at great length. | have

legally, p y
and morally by society in general.
The Gay Scene in_any case is
not, as Mr Macleod suggests,
dominated by the pubs and the
clubs. Gay people are human
beings, and there is a lot more to
life than drinking, dancing and —
as Mr Macleod would imply —
casual sex. Sex is not enough in
itsell to sustain human emotional
life. You need to have other outlets
— and it is here that organised
bodies such as this University's
Gay and Lesbian Society become
important. Alongside University-
linked groups, there are as many
political outlets for gay people as
there are for other social sects —
socialists, conservatives etc.

But then Mr Macleod interprets
groups like the University society
as subversive and, to quote him,
“working to overthrow the spciety
in which we live". He missgs the
point entirely. There is no/such
thing as the "gay syperiority
complex”. Allthat gay people want
is to be accepted as equal to
heterosexuals in society. If that's
threatening, so must the anti-
racist campaign and the women'’s
movement be threatening

He also alleges that the
University Lesbian and Gay
Society exists only so that the
older members can “pressure”
vulnerable adolescents into doing
things that they ought not to His
premise couldn’t really be turther
from the truth the Sociely exists
fundamentally to provide an
environment 1n which  young
homosexuals can come to terms

COACHES

Scottish Citylink takes you fo almost
every major town throughout Britain, quickly,
in comfort and at the lowest possible cost.

We operate every day of the week And
in most cases you simply turn up and pay the
driver.

Eastern Scottish, St Andrew Square Bu

~ Ifyou’re looking fora
comfortable and inexpensive
way fo travel
—go Scoftish Citylink! -

Erom Edinburgh to

Aberdeen

€4.00 single : £7.00 return
With ISIC or Student Coach Card
£2.50 single: £4.50 return

Dundee

£2.25 single : £4.50 return
Wi ISIC or Student Coach Card
£1.50 single: £3.00 return

Glasgow

€1.25 single: £2.00 return
Students -
£0.75 single: £1.25 return

Inverness

€400 single: £7.50 return
With ISIC ot Student Coach Card
£2.50 single: £5.00 return

s Station, Edinburgh. Tel 031-556 8464 i

on a few of those matters,
but it isimportantto state here that
the Lesbian and Gay Society is

‘prepared to organise a public

debate.on the issue at which Mr
Macledd can speak foralongias he
feels necessary. The issue has
been so clouded Qy his
marvellously Othello-esque
rhetoric that something ol this
order is needed to settle the issue
as a whole

Mark Brownrigg

(Edinburgh University Gay
Soclety)

According to John Murray
Macleod, being ay implies a lot
more than just a state of mind.
Inside the “gay brotherhood™ gay
lead lives of “incredible
promiscuity”, lacking any
“romantic attachments” and their
common aim is to crush the
“heterosexism in the society in
which we live.” If lifeinside the gay
brotherhood is really as
promiscuous as John Murray
Macleod suggests, he must have
experienced it himsell in order to
speak so explicitly about the
intimacies of the gay brotherhood
It he has not, it is not surprising
that the gay brotherhood appears
to be ‘promiscuous’ and
unromantic, because he is
speaking from a lack of evidence
and information

The social hle ot gay people 1s
said 1o be restricted to gay clubs,
bars, and the cliche of
“bathrooms™ added for good
measure |las it occurred to Johm
Murray Maclcod that gay people
choose to go to these places
because there is the mited nisk of
meeling  people like him to
condemn them and eveything they
believe in? It wearetotalk interms
of restriction, heterosexual socia!
hfe s equally restricted to
heterosexual pubs and bars. The
only reason why they do not
congregate in the bathrooms 1s
obviously duetothe factthat these
are not mixed.

John Murray Macleod argues
that people should be able to grow
up as “normal, heterosexual
human beings", but in the event of
“failure” we should encourage
“maximum homosexual morality”.
He speaks of failure when a person
has ished sexual ori ion
and knows he/she is gay/lesbian
Knowing that one is heterosexual
or ‘normal’ as he likes to call it, |
suppose would be the ultimate
triumph? | would like to point out
that one can only fail if one wants
to achisve something, or HAS to.
In this day and age no one
absolutely HAS to be hetero-
sexual, and if a person in addition
does not even want to be hetero-
sexual, how can one speak of
failure? It would be equally wroitg
to say that heterosexuals, once
sexually orientated, have ‘failed’ at
being homosexual. It is a choice,
not a test.

To round of his argument John
Murray Macleod offers the jolly
alternative of celibacy. No doubt
he means well but he will have to
understand that his ‘alternative’
will appeal to few homosexuals, i
any at all. What he proposes is
abstinance from physical
pleasures, yet homosexuals want
the exact opposite: participationin
the fullest possible sense in both
love and sex. They do-not need
and certainly do not want
alternative because they s have
made their choice. They have
chosen gay love which can be
beautiful, meaningful and ever
lasting. Sadly enough it does not
look as if john Murray Macleod
with all his prejudices is likely to
gain any evidence of this for
himself.

Monique Steyger
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The Yokels come
to town

Inter University Volley-

ball tournaments are
nothing if not com-
plicated

The assembie

wetory”?

Monsoon Wins The Day

Peebles 2nd XV 6:
EU 2nd XV 4
(match abandoned)

that the

rainfall tor
area last year was 3
inches, but last Saturcay
It seemed to everyone in
the beleaguered Univer-
sity 2nd XV as if thatentire
total descended in one
afternoon and on one
isolated rugby pitchin the

«8\01(163}5
1 hac been apparent from earty

marning that the concitions were
GOING to be bac so badirtacttnar
N0 Other senicr EU team was
Playing Nevertheless the 2nc Xy
's the dacadone of the clud na
committed anc uncomplain
$O. the pilch having (eventually)
deen locatec. the reteree
persuacec that we wanted (7) 1o
play, and captain Lambertassureq
that the showers were both hot
anc operative. the game
commencec

After five minutes 1t become
clear that this was to be a typical
‘ol men’ v. dloody students
match. The Peebies torwarcs were
larger and more solid than their
Opposite numbers, anc the
University backs quicker ana more
shilful than theirs The game was
therefore to be cecidec on
whether or not the EU forwarcs
could supply theirr batks with
enough Ball. weareneg as ey
were Dy injunes in general ang
Farticularly the absence of Young
the besthne-out jumper inthe clud
(rencered even more incompre-
hensibly Cockney than usual by a
ANOCA 1O the head in the previous
Game) £

Inevitadbly such congitions
cominated the game. Play settied
cown in the middie of the tield.
moving from scrum to line-out ang
Sack again, a pattern which was
nctBroken untillatein the first Nalt

fade Deenctisice
105 With the sgrum
ater nCaever
cr Mis one mustaae
alising cn slow 7

7S 10 senc Hannintora

ner
Convert againse
e wristie

LamPert failec 1o

liely to incuce ngor morus than

mass rejuvenation

The secona halt centinued
largely as tne first nac finishec
with - play  aimest  exciusively
Involuing the forwarcs EU seemec
10 de gaining in momentum as
their forwards mage some
threatening runs cowntielc. butin
the 10 minutes since the interval
the temferature hac been
Cropping rapicly. and the onset of
$N0w convinced the referee that
everyone concernec haa suffic-
lently proved what mem of
Character they were for hum to ena
the ‘game immeciately. Smithand
lrons  showed what men of
character they were by deing the
tirst University players in the mass
$Printdack tothe changing rooms
Dut the fact that both were easily
outpacec dy cne of the Peebles
heawvies mustsurely castcoubton

their suitadility for 2nd XV cuties”

and provoae club captain Leckie
10 consicer the level of titness of
his senior teams in general

P. Phiebas

A Breath Of Fresh Ayr

Turf Club

On Tuesday. 30th
October. the Turf Club
held its fi social
evening of the new
academic r when

David McHarg gave a talk
on the future of Scottish
racing

guestions from all quartgrs
ranging fromthe doping of horses.

e g tne Gorytus atfair’, towhether
or not John Wilson will produce a
Derby winner from his new stables
at Ayr!

It appeared from Mr McHarg's
impressive  talk  that  Scottish
racing has got quite a bright
future  The three racecourses
nameg above seem to cater for all
tastes 1n racing. both for National
anc flat enthusiasts. At
selburgh. although the racing
ay not be of the highest class, we
are assured of big fields and
mpetitive racing: Kelso appears
e thriving due mainly to the
consistent support of its loyal

Hunt

oanc of National Hunt enthusiasts®

‘rom the Border regions
especially Roy Bannerman): Ayr
s without coubt the premier
racecourse in Scotland. As well as
staging nigheclass  flat racing
<urnng the s%mer months, Ayr

orovices us with some of the best

“entertainment, A

Na.nonal hero, Halig Dandy
were going on 24:n Novem|
AS you can see the Turt
provides its own specia brang o
tter Dayig

VINES inclyde”

ang K‘eh{

(ang

McHarg, other acy
outings to Ayr
(following up the very su

trip on October 1Exr~.';,s ::ﬁ‘:\:
Qquiz evening on which teams wy
be made upg!mcmc-\vso'ther‘“
Club. and other 1aCING Celebritey
involved in the Northern 1 $
scene. our immediate aim for the -
first term is to give our support iy
Scottish racing but trps will by
organised to some Engligy
racecourses. eg Newcastie g
Yorkintheseconda Nirdtermy

For further cetais of

proposed trip to Ayr nncludm,
half-price  admission and a4
official tour of the course), come
along to the Southsider g
Tuesdays at 1 pm where we megt
for lunch — what could possibly
be a more relaxing way to spend
an afternoon than a Cay at the

Natonal Hunmt racing in the races'
country including regular appear- John Watte
ances Dby last year's Grand
Jubo Anyone for
Flattened by Lacrosse?
Man Mountain To all you Lacrosse

10 Craw 'w0 nowices ang spent
ly nait a minute on the mat in
Lucaless Ecwarg
Mountain™ trom
anc was beaten
for tne first ime John
gnt ’-‘a'-reriougnxmeu
" Armstrong. ang
through  (after

C.Ew.

The winner of last week's Spot

The Ball compesition is Denis
Jackson of 520 Grant House.
come along to the basement of 1
Buccieuch Place this Friday at 1
Pm to collect your free tickets to
the Scotland v, Spain game.
All runners up will receive a
copy of “Scottish Football: A
Pictorial History™ by Kevin
McCarra.

Ladies Cricket

Interested? Come aleng to the
7ets — € pm tll 7 pm — every
Thurscay in the Upper Gym of the

Pleasance. No experience s
necessary!

FENCING

Thg Edinburgh University
Fencing Ciub in the East of
Scotland section came 2nd, 3rd,
sp: and 61h in the beginners’
Competition.

Basketball

A Basketdall Tournament will be
taking place this Sunday at the
P!:.’asance detween 1230 pm ang
330 pmi For cetais of entry
contact the club secretary Janette
Robertsen, c§o  Sports Union

Grow (penny by penny). This
weex's conkeys attempting to
treak sweat are. Ardrox Lad, who
looks nicely weighted in Friday's
Poppy Handicap at Doncaster. On
Saturday. two to follow. or
overtake if you're walking too fast.
are. Abu Kadra in the November
Handicap. also at Doncaster and
Townley Stone in Cheltenham's
Coventry Novices Steeplechase

.Parkhead Patrons

Anybody who would -be
interested in forming a Celtic
Supporters Club at Edinburgh
University should come along to a
meeting- upstairs at Deacon
Brodies. the High Street, at 7.30
pm on Thursday 8th November, or
phone Paul on 556 3760.

Everybody is welcome, since we
will be going to Scotland games
also (anZ others)

You don't have to go to every
Ggame — in fact, you don't have to
§o to any game . .

addicts out there, who
may have been gratified
with a recent nationd
viewing, the Edinbyrgh
University Club is going
from strength to strength
under the more than
capable hands - of its
disreputable captain,
Susan Chalmers.

An influx of enthusiastic nes
members, female anc male, haie
given the club a big boost andfou
members have found placesinte
Scottish Universities team

This weekend, at tne Clubs
Tournament, the club f.elded w0
teams, including one mixed. Th
weather was not at its best andl'."{
first team sutfered its hrstdelez"ol
an otherwise very successid
season.

Intra-Mural is creeping uponus
again and all those interested it
entering a team should conracl‘w
Archer (447 8333) before Fnu:z
9th. An example of how to playan
how not to play will be ghe
beforehand in the Rugby verss

tch

Brian McClair is our Lacrosse Club ma 5

President! Amma Dickin
AN

GOODs

SERVICE

&
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COLIN
CAME%E%

[

* 10% DISCOUNT TO ALL STUDENTS
ALL YEAR ROUND

* WIDE RANGE OF SPORTS & LEISURE
* FRIENDLY AND INFORMATIVE

* MIDWAY BETWEEN KING'S
BUILDINGS AND GEORGE SQUARE

~~55 RATCLIFFE TERRACE
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Office. Tel. 667 1011 ext. 2483 TEL' 031"668 2532 :
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Steve Ovett-was in Edinburgh
Hst week signing copies of his new
FRtobiography.  Ovett.  Soured
@y when one old lady enquired if
Be smog n John Menzies was
getting the better of him, Ovett was
B arelaxed mood and-joked away
ith customers in a modest and
L§)!reshing manner.

M Asked whether he had used
¥p!lock Halls of Residence during
s athletic career, Ovett replied
at he had indeed had the
easure on several occasions.

£ The Brighton bombing brought
e silly season to a close.

1 The media’s Royal Soap Opera
as replaced by seaside drama
d now by Ethiopian tragedy.
Only several weeks ago the

Bbloids were reporting on the
anadian press reporting on the

jgueen’s silly hats. _Talk about
Iking astory; it must have been a
ng summer

| course. the traditionally -

Pralist tabloids were bound to
™ lo Marm's defence. Like

mantha  Fox~ and Million\
790, the Royal Family s’?}

eciality, their raison d'etre.
However, in trying to be of
vice, the reports can only have
ded insult to injury. In letters a
€ reserved for the four-minute
.mmg, the headline “Amazing
ack on the Bored Queen™ will
' | think, be stuck in HM's
vate scrapbook.
The Canadian incident could be
®nas being the latest chapterin
ent royal history — currently
‘kg bound into” one concise
- Going  Public by Robert
axwell L1
Since the wedding three years
0.there has been noshortage of

BByt Can He Take a Pollock Pizz

& P o
Tide * RgE:
"W’

e

a?

Was he then looking forward to his
stay there during the 1986
Commonwealth Games? ‘Well
(there was hesitancy in his voice)

i's got a marvellous backdrop
with Arthur's Seat and Salisbury
Crags which also provides such a
close natural setting for jogging.’
(He was desperately struggling at
this point.)

But what about the food? ‘Well,
it's a bit dicey isn't it?' Athletes are
often associated with the ise of
the understatement.

Dave Yarrow

And so it goes on: a
conglomera-tion of cheap
emotions constantly peddled by
tabloids into secondhand,
second-rate leads.

Over-exposure breeds familiar-
ity and the presumption upon
which the Canadian press felt
justitied in launching their vitirolic
attack.

The recent rumours of anorexia,
Michael Fagan's midnight visit to
the Queen to crash a fag, the
exposure of her chief detective as
being gay . ..the Royal Family are
becoming very non-U; past events
are verging on the soap opera.

In an article analysing the
Canadian ambush, Sunday Times
journalist Julie Burchill wrote:
“The Queen is a grandmother and
insoap opera’s grandmothers look
like Joan Collins™.

Ms Burchill has a point. In
addition, the Queen is a world
figurehead and in these days of
Fonda and facelifts first ladies look
like Nancy Reagan.

The indignation of the tabloids
is, however, understandable. In
Britain the Queen is familiar
figure in the way that Royalty is.
Wife, mother, grandmother, she

a'fenai Charles (d pi his
:llgot 2 girl everybody would
4 : live next door, and little
i ndy emerged as the 20th
ury archetypal hero; a later-
1 anglicised Kennedy.
‘ ke Cinderella, Diana brought
IHICSA a couple of nasty
Mmpas younger brother
i 9ne Charlie (which sound
o usly like a Derby winner),
s, accounts an irresistible
u"dcm, _and  step-granny
Hid a vision in poisonous

Diana horgely

. aroused a certai
ount of an; ertain

% mosity within the
r,hs'hC:r‘;.de'sac* Feminine and
Mrasy 25 3N uncomfortable
NCes: 1o Manly Anne, and
obany, ichael ‘of Kent was

he, l9ued when ousted
al, - "cMe as Best Dressed

symbolises an order of things that
has always been important to the
British. Perhaps solid and ultra
conservative, she does, re-
member, represent a nation of
shopkeepers. . . .

/. Nl ol L L L L L L L LRl L LR

= COMMENT .-

Ovictory over St. Andrews
the week before, Edin-
burgh University Shinty
Team headed north to
Aberdeen full of con-
fidence last Saturday for

* the first event of the four

round Scottish Univer-
sities championships.

The championsthips, otherwise
known as the Little-John Vale are
beirig playéd in a dilterent format
than previous years. A senies of
round-sobin matches will be held
at each ‘of the four Scottish

Universities  who play Shinty

through the tirst and second terms
and the winners will be the team
who have the most points atter the
four events. At the end of vach
event  a  Scottish  Unwersities
Shinty Team will be sclected and
play a local first or second
division team Edinburgh will host
the final event in February of next
year. It is hoped Trinity College
Dublin will make a return visit to
Edinburgh to play the Scottish
Universities team

The jovial Edinburgh squad of
14 left the capital at 7 am on
Saturday after a quiet mght at
coach 'Ox’ Whyte's flat-warming
dinner-dance.  With  remarkable

-foresight Whiyte had predicted the

climatic conditions of the far north
and had thus had the team running
10 miles in the torrential rain of
Tuesday night Greeted by aforce-
8 gale and driving rain in the
Scottish oil capital the Edinburgh
lads soon changed into their
resplendent scarlet and white
strips and headed for the pitch. In
the old tradition of shinty the pitch
was the obligatory hall mile from
the changing rooms. Arriving at
the pitch the Edinburgh side took

ej;wn\g

planes to take essential foodstulfs
to starved areas of Ethiopia. A
practical action, but there was also
a cavalier flourish "to” it that
smacked of Marie Antoinette's
famous “If they want bread, let
them eat cakes”, a remark for
which she paid dearly.

Thetabloids preoccupation with
dramatising trivia is what sells
newspapers, in which case the
public get a media which they
deserve. However, by presenting
tragedy as melodrama, the
tabloids have succeeded in
trivialising events of the past few
weeks.

That we have a free press has
long been accepted but the public
are perhaps being manipulated by
the' personal overtones that are
creeping into today's tabloid
reporting. The press baron is not
dead — he s alive and well, having
his head patted by the
bureaucracy.

OIS TITI IS IS IS S

Stop press

Considering the current
Hollywood fashion for film
sequels, it is only fitting that
Ronald Reagan won back his
starring role on.Tuesday night.

Earlier in the day a White House
spokesman had said: "Everything
we hear confirms that we will
d listr Walter Mondale.” This is

Whether yol c ider her to be

an ambassadress or an anachorn-
ism is, of course, personal choice.
The Queen, however, in some way
balances Margaret Thatcher's
aggression. Recent events. have
shown the latter to be more than
the Iron Lady; she is indestruct-
ible. 2

This has been a good week for
the tabloids: the Ethiopian famine
had a combination of high drama
and human suffering perfect for
the large headline and the small
page. z
The Daily Mail themselves made
front page news when proprietor
Robert Maxwell ‘chartered two

a measure of the relish with which
the Republicans accepted their
historic victory. .

Reagan's victory in 1980 was met
with disbelief in Britain — how
could the world's number one
superpower believe in Rqagans
own ham' story: “B-movie boy
(tinally) makes good™? 3

After his victory last night,
Reagan said: "Stay with me — |
believe we are yettoseethe bestin
America.” :

According o his senior advisors
nisinlemionislocslabhsh.lumscn
as “the great peacemaker.” A hero
in the making? -
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SPORT

the role of spectators as Aberdeen
and St. Andrews played the first
game of the day. Edinburgh
played Glasgow University in the
second game
Handicapped by their fair play and
sportsmanship - the - University
shinty team conceded agoalin the
last seconds of the first half. By the
time the whistle had blown for the
second half the pitch was more
like a paddy field than a pfaying
hield Edinburgh attempted to play
the fast tlowing shinty they have
become famous for Conditions,
however, were not conducive to
this sort of play and Edinburgh'’s
winqers “Pukes” Millar, and
“Slasher”™ Simpson  were soon
bogged downinthe mud Glasgow
sezed therr chance and put a
second goal past "Grunter” Knox
the Edinburgh stand-in- keepet
Thus Edinburgh had lost thelr first
mateh but were not. disappointed
by the 2-0 defeat as Glasqow play
two divisions above them in the
national league

With an obvious policy decision
10 try and tire out the host team in
the competition, the organisers
had Edinburgh playing St
Andrews  straight after their

Glasgow game. Undaunted by the *

fact of playing two games without
a break n atrocious conditions,
the Emnmm_m side repeated ther
petformance of the week before
against St Andrews  Despite
vocilerous attacking by the
Edinburgh torward line the under-
foot conditions were against a
high scoreline. Having to dig the
ball out of sixinches ot mud before
contemplating a shot, Edinburgh
did well to win 1-0 through a well
taken shot by “Stud” Reekie

Edinburgh’s final game of the
day was against Aberdeen
University, last year's winners of
the trophy

BACK PAGE
B Swampland Shinty

After theirresounding 7.

Edinburgh’s performance against
all the odds can only be described
as valiant, Due to a brilliant
defensive play by captain
“Plonker” Young and tull back
“"Gnasher” Wood Aberdeen only
managed to put three goals into
the Edinburgh net betore the halt
time whistle. In the second hall
Edinburgh constantly pressurised
the Aberdeen defence but their
inexperience of playing in bogs,
showed, and atthe linal whistle the
score was 3-0. To lose by only
three goals to Aberdeen was
considered respectable when one
considers that all the Aberdeen
players  play in the Northern
Second Division, two dwisions
above Edinburgh

Rhurig Mheadhion Jnr.

The
Baked Potato’
\ ~ Shop
/ 56 Cochbum Street

Fdinburgh

The Vegetarian Take-away

Large Selection of
Delicious Hot and
Cold Fillings

Pitta Bread
Sandwiches

Open 10 am-11 p.m.

Monday-Saturday
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RELUCTANT TRAVELLER

(Part 2)

(In which the author becomes
an overnight sensation despite his
latent Oedipus complex; a minor
character is cruelly bulchered;
and a hackneyed psycholiterary
symbol Is used to bring the
episode to a sudden climax . . .)

The phone was ringing. Where?
I answered it: "Hello.” | couldn't
read the numerals. g

“Hello. Is Lucinda there?" said a
female voice

“No,” | said. | don't know
anybody called Lucinda

“If she gets back, could you tell
that !*?!* is dead?”

Then the phone, too, was dead

A spotlight buzzed on, blazing a
trail- towards me through the
darkness. | replaced the receiver
pensively and held my chin in one
hand, furrowing my brow. It
seemed the theatrically  con-
ventional thing to do. | walked
upstage; the spot followed me as |
walked towards it. | flung my
hands backwards and said
“In Xanadu did Kubla-Khan
The stately pleasuredome

decree.”

| could see more of the stage as
my eyes became accustomed to

.the dark. It was obviously a

converted scout-hut — probably a
fringe venue, | supposed. The
actual theatre was a blur. It was
one of those black-stage/white
light productions.

Enter another character. She
looked more relaxed, less nervous
than 1. If this was an audition, she
was doing just fine.

The next scene was the last.
Alterwards, the stage-lights went
out and the house-lights cam up.
An audience started to clap. Not
an audition after all. Their
response was wild and extrava-
gant with cheers and woll-
whistles. A success.

Other members of the cast
appeared and we bowed. Several
curtain-calls. then | was in the bar.
Everyone was there. | was pleased
to see them and my previous

John Petrie

confusion seemed silly now. A
reassuring hubbub of unintellig-
ible conversation wafted around
the plush bar. Mirrors, red carpets,
gold frames were everywhere. |
looked around. No one had seen
me yet. Who would | speak to first?

| walked up to my mother who
was chatting animatedly to
Jeremy Thorpe. She turned to me
and bit the head off atwiglet: “That
was awlul, dear. Appalling.”

“Yes.” agreed Lucinda. “You
were terrible.”

Lucinda? | had to give her the
message. It was important. Death
-. asensitive topic, | was aware of
that

“Come with me, Lucinda. We
must talk,” | urged her.

Once again we were in the dark.
This time, the space felt small and
restricting:  “Lucinda,” | said,
“someone close to you has died.”

“Oh!" said Lucinda, reaching
out and touching my sombrely
clad chest. Soon it was an
embrace. Shefelt frailin my arms; |
held her as tightly as | could. Her
lips reached for mine and we
kissed softly, intimately.

| was looking into her mouth:; it
became suddenly very large and
stood on her tongue.

“Sorry,” | said.

Everything had gone red.
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be selected at random by the

editor and his decision will be

final

£10 will be awarced to the

winning student.

3 The winning student must
come to the Student ollices
before 5 pm on the Friday
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