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Using legal databases

Using legal databases

By the end of this session, you should be able to:

 select the appropriate database for your needs
and recognise the differences between them and their
benefits and limitations.

* Understand law case citations and how to find cases
using Law databases

* maintain a record of searches carried out and

information found using each database




Finding cases

Two types of case citations (i.e. the reference used to
refer to court case decisions):

Law report citations
- areport of a case in a particular law report

Neutral citations
- Introduced in 2001, these are unique case
identifiers independent of any law report
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Finding cases

Two types of case citations (i.e. the reference used to
refer to court case decisions):

Law report citations W

- areport of a case in a particular law report J

Neutral citations
- Introduced in 2001, these are unique case
identifiers independent of any law report

Law report citation

Morrison v Robertson|1908(SC 332

Not sure what the abbreviations

Pursuer v
Respondent

Year of

Page number

publication

A 4

stand for? Use the Cardiff Index to
Legal Abbreviations

Legal
publication
abbreviation



https://www.legalabbrevs.cardiff.ac.uk/
https://www.legalabbrevs.cardiff.ac.uk/
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Finding cases

Two types of case citations (i.e. the reference used to
refer to court case decisions):

Law report citations Neutral citation
- areport of a case in a particular law report

[2018]|CSIH|66

Neutral citations
- Introduced in 2001, these are unique case
identifiers independent on any law report ¥

Year of case number

publication

The court
abbreviation
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The most authoritative series of law reports in Scotland is Session Cases. The
single periodical Session Cases contains separately paginated sequences of
reports from the Court of Session (‘SC’), the High Court of Justiciary (‘JC’) and
the House of Lords/ Supreme Court (‘SC (HL)’ or ‘SC (UKSC)’).

Refer to Session Cases if possible. The next most authoritative series of law
reports is the Scots Law Times (SLT), which is also arranged in separately
paginated sequences of reports from different courts.

Other law reports series in Scotland include the Scottish Civil Law Reports
(SCLR) and the Scottish Criminal Case Reports (SCCR).

Full details of the OSCOLA referencing system are available online for free:
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/oxlaw/oscola_4th_edn_hart 2012.pdf

Using legal databases: the hierarchy of law reports
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https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/oxlaw/oscola_4th_edn_hart_2012.pdf
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Lepgal databases

Westlaw UK:

Cases, legislation, journals, books, looseleaf material, Scots Law,
Westlaw International

Lexis+: R ’t."' e Tymgmemm gy
1 1 H o @ v i) “",-’.I\-‘\‘ > ’ ;

Cases, legislation, commentary (books), journals, news, STAIR e . =

Memorial Encyclopedia

HeinOnline:
Historical government documents, law periodicals, UK court
reports.

https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-
databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law

Using legal databases


https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law
https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law
https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law
https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law
https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law
https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law
https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law
https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law
https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law
https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law
https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law
https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law
https://library.ed.ac.uk/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-law

Finding cases on Westlaw UK
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Westlaw UK:
Cases, legislation, journals, books, looseleaf o
material, Scots Law, Westlaw International L

° WESTLAW EDGE UK " - History -  Folders -  Favourites -  Aleris &

Cases ~ Legislation ~ Jounals ~ Current Awareness ~ Index of Legal Terms ~ EU Westlaw Books

Further down the page you will find 'Scots Law'
under 'More resources', although Scots law
results will appear from general searching

Browse by Topic

Commercial Finance Personal injury More resources
. . . . Companies and partnerships Health and social welfare Planning and construction Brexit

You will also find a link to Westlaw International B
Contract Insolvency Public and constitutional law

for International and EU content in the 'More

. Data and communications International Tax Cite & Print

Resou rces bOX. Employment and work Land Torts News &2

Environment Legal system Transport and shipping

Westlaw International &5

Equality and human rights Litigation and dispute resolution Trusts and personal property Westlaw USE3

Family Local government
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Table of Contents «
GK (India) v Secretary of State for the Home For educational use only &
[=] Case Analysis
Department *
| Case Digest ( Guidance )( Significant) ]
Law Reports [>1
Judgment (<]
Case Digest 0
Primary References g o
Positive/Neutral Judicial @
Case Analytics Summary Consideration
Precedent map An appeal by an Indian national against a a decision of the Lord Ordinary Court A
reatment refusing to grant permission to proceed with her petition for judicial review of Court of Session (Inner )
the refusal by the Secretary of State for the Home Department of her application House, Extra Division)

\_

J

for a visitors visa was allowed where the petition had a a real prospect of success

Judgment Date
to justify the grant of permission to proceed and it was too early to conclude that 24 Novernber 2020
the relief sought would serve no practical purpose. The Lord Ordinary's
interlocutor was recalled and permission for the petition to proceed was granted. Where Reported
[2020] CSIH 69

Abstract

An Indian national appealed a decision of the Lord Ordinary refusing to grant

2020S.LT.1315
[2020] 11 WLUK 314
2020 G.W.D. 39-501

Navigation on the left will help you find items related to the
case such as cited cases and legislation, also cases which name
this as a source for precedent and related cases (appeals etc).

Any publications listed with a blue hyperlink should be accessible.
These are listed in order of hierarchy - the top is the most reputable
source and therefore the reference often used to refer to the case.

Using legal databases: Westlaw cases



Finding cases on Lexis+
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What would you like to research today?

a

All Practical Guidance

Halsbury's Laws & Stair Forms & Precedents

Legislation Manuals & Regulations

v 4 Explore My Sources Content Practice Area InternaffiESSEEEEEE News

Cases Dockets

Search Sources Q View All Sources
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Morrison v Robertson

N

swia) yoieas @

O

Overview Law Reports

eMorrison v Robertson

Copy Citation

1908 SC 332

Court: Court of Session
Judgment Date: 19/12/1907

@) HideHighlights & 5 & = |, [E] b

O -

Hide >

(i ] /7
Info Notes

ﬂ‘au pporting Materials\

Treatment Information >

Source Information >

Related Documents

Cases >

Qalsbury's Laws & Stair >)

Find related cases and discussion from Halsbury’s and the Stair
Memorial Encyclopedia under ‘Related Documents’.




Legislation, journals and
specialist legal resources
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Westlaw UK

€ Navigation on left will help to track history of
Table of Contents « legislation and cite important uses/references to other
Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Act 2002 legis|ati
Arrangement of Act asp 6 (SCOttiSh Act) egls atlon
Act Details
[#] Primary References Pol

oo e Status symbols next to tickboxes mean that chapters
Legislation Analytics arein force, have amendments pending, have been

Collapse all

K vyt repealed etc. Hover over them for definitions

[ JWhole Document

(] @ Preamble
@ s.10ffences

o o 2o sl | Use dropdowns to navigate and tickboxes to
s. 2 Exception: stalking and flushing from cover . . . .
@ s. 3 Exception: use of a dog in connection with falconry and shooting h|ghl|ght SpeC|f|C areas you WwWa nt to save oOr pr|nt.

@ s. 4 Exception: search by authorised person

o o0

O

@ s. 5 Exception: retrieval and location

O

O

© s 6 Excepted actvites You can also check previous versions of
legislation where revisions have been applied.

Using legal databases: Westlaw legislation
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Also includes: I
* Journals -
* Books ' o WESTUAW EDGEUK” - isiory + (e - et

Y loose le af m ate ri a l . ). : Cases ~ Legislation ~ Jounals ~ Current Awareness ~ Index of Legal Terms ~ EU Westlaw Books

Enter terms, citations, titles or questions

Clickin to each of Cases, Legislation, Journals or
Books to conduct an advanced search or browse
available titles.

Browse by Topic

Commercial Finance Personal injury More resources
Companies and partnerships Health and social welfare Planning and construction Brexit
Contract Insolvency Public and constitutional law Sanctions
. . . . Crime Intellectual property Social regulation Scots Law
Not all ebooks available via Westlaw are listed in
DiscoverEd so you may need to check directly e
Environment Legal system Transport and shipping

Westlaw International &5

Equality and human rights Litigation and dispute resolution Trusts and personal property Westlaw USE3

Family Local government
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1-2 Date ¥ q: Y o m =2~

[ Select all items 1 item selected Clear selected

1. R. (on the application of Miller) v Prime Minister
Supreme Court - [2019] UKSC 41 - 24 Sep 2019

@ rositive/Neutral Judicial Consideration

Subject: Constitutional law; Administrative law

Keywords: Brexit; Justiciability; Justification; Ministers' powers and duties; Nullity; Parliamentary privilege; Parliamentary proceedings;
Parliamentary sovereignty; Prerogative powers; Prorogation; Remedies; Scotland; Separation of powers

Case Analysis | [2019] UKSC 41| [2020] A.C. 373 | [2019] 3 W.L.R. 589 | [2019] 4 All E.R. 299 | 2020 S.C. (U.K.5.C.) 1 |2019S.L.T. 1143
| 2019 S.C.L.R. 1028 | [2019] 9 WLUK 256 | 2019 G.W.D. 30-474 | Times, October 14, 2019 | Judgment

Tosave an item use the tickbox on the left to select and then the icons which will then become live to the top right of your results.
You can:

Set up an alert, emails you when any related cases, articles or legislation are published.

Show more or less detail about the casein yourresults page

Copy the link to paste elsewhere

Save in your ‘Folders’, accessible in the top navigation bar on any page in Westlaw. You can organise ‘Folders’ by adding
subfolders for classes or topics

Email the item to yourself, or use the dropdown arrows to Print or Download as a PDF

Using legal databases: Westlaw results actions
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THOMSON REUTERS

WESTLAW EDGEUK ™ -

You can also save publications into your favourites by Cases ~  Legislation ~  Joumals ~  Curre
selecting the star 'add to favourites' button next to their
title if you will use them often.

Home » Publications » Scots Law Times

The navigation bar at the top of the screen is always Scots Law Times
visible on Westlaw, and from there you can access your Yt Addtofavourites | {3 Make this my startpage | G Copy link
favourites, folders, history and alerts.
Year Al wv Issue LI Full text availa
1-20 »

THOMSON REUTERS

WESTLAW EDGE UK © - History v Folders v  Favourites v Alerts & Sign out

Cases v Legislation ~  Journals +  CurrentAwareness ~  Indexoflegal Terms EU Westlaw Books

Using legal databases: Westlaw favourites
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[R] Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Act e N
2002 (2002 asp 6)

Supporting Materials
2002 CHAPTER asp 6

&) Protection of Wild Mammals

View Whole of: (Scotland) Act 2002 PDF
Scottish Parliament Acts > [R] Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Act 2002 (2002 5y Halsbury's Statutes Citator
asp 6)

Isitin force?
Brexit & Retained EU Law >

This Act was repealed by the Hunting with Dogs (Scotland) Act 2023, s 28(1), as from 3 October 2023. Source Information >

4

| ex|s+

Navigation on right includes links to cases and Stair

encyclopedia

Tells you above the title if it has been repealed and

links to related legislation

You can also check previous versions of
legislation where revisions have been applied.

Using legal databases: Westlaw legislation



Using legal databases: Lexis+ Key resources

Lexist+ Key resources

» UK Weekly Law Reports of England and Wales, listed as ICLR reports
o  Goto ‘Legal Research’ on left, then ‘My sources’ in middle tab and either search or browse using
‘View all sources’

= The Stair Memorial Encyclopaedia which is treated as a book
o  Goto ‘Legal Research’ on left, then ‘Content’ in middle tab. Select ‘Halsbury’s Laws and Stair’
option, then Stair Memorial Encyclopaedia.

» UK and Regional newspapers, found via News.
o  Goto ‘Legal Research’ on left, then ‘Content’ in middle tab. Select ‘Newspapers’. This will open a

new tab.

Law Librarian Blog post: Finding Stair Memorial Encyclopaedia



https://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/lawlibrarian/2023/01/05/finding-key-resources-stair-memorial-encyclopaedia/
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Morrison v Robertson

N
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Overview Law Reports

eMorrison v Robertson

Copy Citation

1908 SC 332

Court: Court of Session
Judgment Date: 19/12/1907

@) Hide Highlights

& B O = 4 @

Supporting Materials

Treatment Information >

Source Information >

Related Documents

Cases >

Halsbury's Laws & Stair >
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All Databases ~ (@ MyHein Profile ~ What's New ¥ Help ¥ Connect ¥ Account ~
HEINONLINE Search for a term, title, author, or citation... All Databases v n
Advanced Search | Search Help Provided By: The Univ. of Edinburgh
All Subjects v All Database Types v All Vendors / Providers v Search for Databases
52 Databases found Popular Databases
A c E F G H I J L M o P RIS T U w

Law Journal Library

A Our signature collection of more than 3,400 multidisciplinary
scholarly journals. Coverage for all journals is from inception
through the most currently published issues allowed based on

American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) publisher contracts. Show More

Includes AALL titles such as AALL Spectrum, American Association of Law Libraries Newsletter, American Association of Law
Libraries President's Newsletter, Index to Legal Periodicals, Law Library Journal, and more. Show More Legal Classics

Thousands of works from some of the greatest legal minds in
American Bar Association Journals history. In addition to many classic treatises, this collection also
includes rare items that are found in only a handful of libraries
araund the world. Show Mare

Full text legal journals with a good range of international titles, all U.S Treaties and el LgilativeHistoy Library
. o« o . . . comprehensive federal legislative histories published b
Agreements, and published U.S. Supreme Court decisions. Historical English Reports are ot pbishers soueliesatmingic
. . . . . . . . Nancy Johnson's award-winning work, Sources of
here, and so are publications from the Stair Society (distinct from the Stair Memorial HLegilative istris... Show More 0

Encyclopaedia!).

A subcollection of the Law Journal Library which contains only titles published by the American Bar Association. Show More

NOTE: Some guidance on locating Institutional Writers can be found on the Law Subject
Guide: Law Databases Help & Training page.

Using legal databases: HeinOnline


https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/Law/HelpandTraining
https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/Law/HelpandTraining
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Test your knowledge

Exit

How to participate?

o Go to wooclap.com S
’ Enter the event code in the top LZL F LK
banner

© Enable answers by SMS

(@ Copy participation link



Training and Getting Help
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Database training

Law Librarian Resources Media Hopper Channel:

(For demo videos of Westlaw, Lexis and Hein)
https://media.ed.ac.uk/channel/channelid/175663881

Law Subject Guide:
https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/Law

One-to-one appointments:

Book through MyEd booking system, or email
law.librarian@ed.ac.uk

Using legal databases: training

Image from pikist.com


https://media.ed.ac.uk/channel/channelid/175663881
https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/Law
https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/Law
https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/Law
mailto:law.librarian@ed.ac.uk
https://www.pikist.com/free-photo-sldka

LibSmart

& *
* Your Library Research Begins Here g




LibSmart is an online, self-enrol Learn course developed with the aim of ensuring that every
student is digitally capable in using online library resources for their study and research.

We've created LibSmart | to help you get started using library resources. The course provides
an introduction to topics such as:

e accessing and using online library * finding and managing information
resources * using tools to help you with

e exploring library collections citation and referencing.

LibSmart Il focuses on the next steps for your research,
allowing you to pick the modules you find most relevant
for your work. You’ll develop advanced searching skills
and really get to grips with subject specific information.
This course will help you with complex research projects

LibSmart

such as dissertations, systematic reviews or final year Your Library research
begins here O\

projects.

Visit www.ed.ac.uk/is/libsmart to find out more!



http://www.ed.ac.uk/is/libsmart
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@ Activity Stream
E Courses

&f Essentials
Calendar
EMessages
E} Marks

m Tools

(9 Sign Out

Essentials

é Ongoing

E H Q search your essential courses Filter  All essential courses v

Assorted Dates

la_academic_integrity
Academic Integrity
Open - Startnow | Multiple Leaders | Moreinfo v

la_introduction_to_sustainability
Introduction to Sustainability
Open - Startnow | Multiple Leaders | Moreinfo ~

la_libsmart1_23 24
LibSmart I: Your Library Research Starts Here (2023/24)

Open | Multiple Leaders More info ~

la_libsmart2_23 24
LibSmart ll: Advance Your Library Research (2023/24)

Open - Startnow | Multiple Leaders | Moreinfo ~

Access LibSmart v

Current essential courses

a Learn — Essent

als sect

Onn



Royal Literary Funa Fellow: Writing Support R!:F

SUPPORTING
WRITERS
SINCE 1790

Services offered:

o 50-minute one-to-one sessions with a professional writer.

o Advice on structure, clarity, grammar, editing.

o Covers all academic writing types: essays, reports, theses, etc.

Benefits:
o Free and confidential.
o Advice is tailored to your needs and aims.

Exclusions: To find out more and book
o Do not proofread or teach ESL. C sessic?n, go to:
o Not a specialist support service for specific learning disabilities. Roval Literary Fund Fellow

o No online sessions when abroad. (https://edin.ac/3T6fpAg)



https://www.ed.ac.uk/library/academic-support-librarians/rlff

>

For more help and advice:

Law Library webpages:
https://library.ed.ac.uk/using-library/lib-locate/law-lib

Law Librarian Blog:
https://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/lawlibrarian/

Law Librarian Media Hopper Channel:
https://media.ed.ac.uk/channel/Law%2BLibrarian%2BResources/175663881

Academic Support Librarians:
https://library.ed.ac.uk/academic-support-librarians

EdHelp:
www.ed.ac.uk/edhelp

Using legal databases: further help and advice


https://media.ed.ac.uk/channel/Law%2BLibrarian%2BResources/175663881
http://www.ed.ac.uk/edhelp

Any questions?



Thank you

Your feedback matters!

Please take the time to answer this
feedback survey:

N


https://edin.ac/45uHI0L

Anna Richards & Rania Karoula
law.librarian@ed.ac.uk



https://www.instagram.com/edunilibraries/
https://www.instagram.com/edunilibraries/
https://www.instagram.com/edunilibraries/
https://twitter.com/edunilibraries
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery
mailto:Law.librarian@ed.ac.uk
mailto:Law.librarian@ed.ac.uk
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